1 CORINTHIANS BIBLE STUDY – BACKGROUND
This Bible study consists of 10 studies.  For each study there is a set of group (or individual) questions and some short leaders’ notes.  However, 1 Corinthians is a very long letter and we cannot hope to study it in depth in 10 Bible studies.  Hopefully the studies will encourage us to delve deeper into the book on an individual basis to study and learn from any sections not covered here.  It would be particularly helpful to take time to read each chapter in its entirety even if time does not allow this during group study.

This study concentrates on how and what we can learn about the nature and work of the Holy Spirit from 1 Corinthians.  Corinth was a church with many faults and failings – much like ours – and we need to address these.  However, it is also a book containing wonderful encouragement and some of the most beautiful explanations about worship, spiritual gifts and the resurrection.  We cannot expect the Holy Spirit to be free in the church if, as individuals, we allow sin to have control in our lives.  Unless the Holy Spirit is allowed to control our individual lives then it is unlikely that he will be free among us as we gather together as a church.  Hence this book deals with a number of issues which were causing Paul much grief and pain as he saw the Corinthians allowing sin to continue unchecked.

The challenge then for us as a church is perhaps how can we be filled with the Holy Spirit and thus continue, and grow, as a force for good within our community?  The Just People Course has challenged us about becoming involved but we cannot be rightly involved unless we are guided by God in the power of His Holy Spirit.  Are we right before God in our personal lives?  Are we able to hear Him speaking to us individually and as a church?  Are we willing to do whatever He asks us to do?  

There is perhaps sometimes a danger within churches of either being so controlled that we do not allow the Holy Spirit freedom to lead or conversely of allowing total ‘human’ freedom which may lead to excessive human emotion or actions which are indeed just ‘human’ and not controlled or empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Can we find the balance and the right path where we are led together by the Holy Spirit in order to do what God wants us to do – no more and no less!

There are several references in this book to our bodies being temples of the Holy Spirit.  In the Old Testament the Jews built an actual temple for the Lord but today we should be building a temple with our bodies – living stones being built into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2) – as a force for good within our local and global community.
We will always have problems both in our personal and our church lives.  The way to deal with these is with God’s wisdom found in His word and applied in the power of the Holy Spirit.

As we study 1 Corinthians we should pray that God will use it to teach us what we should do and how we should do it – not for our own glory or profit but for His glory and His praise.

Study 1 – Chapters 1 and 2

Christ the wisdom and power of God

The Corinthians were intensely interested in so-called wisdom and philosophic discussion.  They often followed their own favourite philosopher and liked to compete over whose philosophy was the ‘best’.  Perhaps some of them saw the gospel as just another philosophy to be compared with those they already had.  Paul had to remind them that God had not chosen them because of their supposed wisdom or intellect.  The message of the cross cannot be understood with human wisdom it can only be rightly understood in the power of the Holy Spirit.  To the natural mind it does indeed appear foolish but when our minds and hearts are awakened by the Holy Spirit we can begin to understand the greatness of God’s plans for the redemption of mankind.

God often does choose the foolish (in man’s eyes) things or the weak things in this world in order to accomplish His purposes.  You do not have to be intelligent or educated in order to know God and be used by Him.  In this way Christianity is open to all – ‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ’ does not depend on wealth or education or any of the things that are considered to be of value in this world.  Paul was really turning the Corinthian’s world upside down which may have been why they had found it so difficult to accept his message.

God does choose unlikely people (in our eyes!) sometimes.  The attached appendix (found on the internet) is an amusing ‘take’ on the choice of the twelve disciples.  You may like to use this at some point in the group study.

We should be able to deal with problems which arise in our personal lives and our churches if we have God’s wisdom.  If we fix our eyes on Jesus and ask the Holy Spirit to guide us and give us God’s wisdom then we should be kept on the right path.  We do, however, sometimes have mixed motives, hidden agendas and personal pride which can get in the way!  We can only deal with this by being completely open and transparent with God and by truly submitting to His will in our lives.

Unbelievers are unable to understand the good news of the gospel unless the Holy Spirit works in them.  This is why we cannot ‘convert’ others in our own strength and have to always be praying that the Holy Spirit will open their minds and hearts so that they are able to come to know the Lord Jesus.

If we try and do things in our own strength then – even if they are ‘good things’ – they will have very little value in accomplishing God’s purposes.  We are told by Jesus that ‘the Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.’ (John 6.63).  This is a very hard lesson to learn! 

Paul sees mankind divided into two groups – those who have the gift of the Holy Spirit and those who do not.  However, not all those who have the Holy Spirit are ‘spiritual’.  We can have the Holy Spirit indwelling in us but yet not allow Him to rule in our hearts and minds.  He will always help us if we ask but is easily pushed away.  It is only as we allow Him to have full control in our lives that we will really have the ‘mind of Christ’.  It is the Holy Spirit who reveals the mind of Christ and the wisdom of God to us.  If we were all prepared to submit our lives totally to God and allow the Holy Spirit to fill us and lead us then our churches would be wonderful places! 
Appendix A – For Study 1

(1 Corinthians)

To:  Jesus, Son of Joseph, Woodcrafter Carpenter Shop, Nazareth

From:  Jordan Management Consultants, Jerusalem

Dear Sir,

Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for management positions in your new organization.  All of them have now taken our battery of tests; we have not only run the results through our computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant.

It is the staff’s opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in the background, education and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking.  They do not have the team concept.  We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capability.

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper.  Andrew has no leadership qualities.  The two brothers, James and John, sons of Zebedee, place personal interests above company loyalty.  Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale.

We feel it is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau.  James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic depressive scale.

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential.  He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind and has contacts in high places.  He is highly motivated, ambitious and responsible.  We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man.  All of the other profiles are self-explanatory.

We wish you every success in your new venture.

Sincerely yours,

Jordan Management Consultants

(Found via internet www.servant.or/pa_m.htm)

Study 2 – Chapters 3 and 4

Divisions and problems

Sometimes we can make the same mistake as the Corinthians.  We can judge a person, or a leader, on the basis of their appearance, academic intelligence, personality, success in business (or in the church!) and so on.  However, God’s judge of character as we saw in study 1 (appendix A) is not necessarily the same as ours!  This should not only make us cautious about ‘judging’ others but also make us cautious about exalting them or following leaders instead of the Lord Himself.

Paul uses the illustration of a garden and reminds us that it is God’s garden and God’s work and each of us have a task to do.  Planting or watering, or whatever our task, we do it for God and for His glory – it should not be for our own glory.  Whilst we should respect our leaders we should not put them on a pedestal or hero-worship them.

Peter also uses the analogy of a building and likens each of us to ‘living stones’ within that building (Peter 2).  Later in Corinthians Paul speaks about each of us being part of one body.  The important thing to remember is that although we each have different tasks or functions, there is one purpose which is to glorify Christ on earth.

If we try to do someone else’s task or wish we were like someone else then it could mean the same job gets done twice and our task is left undone!  There would be gaps in the building, or part of the body not functioning as it should, or part of the garden not growing as it should!  This would not glorify Christ on earth but would leave Him open to ridicule by those in the world looking on.

The image of judgment on our works should not cause us to question our salvation.  We are often conscious of being poor witnesses or failing in some way in our Christian service.  However, throughout this book it is wonderful to see that salvation, the presence of God and our gifts are not dependant on our maturity or obedience but rather on His grace.  This prevents us from thinking that it is because of our ‘goodness’ or amazing ability that God works in us and through us.  Salvation is on the basis of grace alone and our works do not affect this.  However, there is reference here and in other scriptures (e.g. Col 3:24; 2 John 1:8 and Rev 22:12) to a reward – the reward of having built something which is of lasting value and that will survive God’s judgment.  This should encourage us to persevere in our work for Him as our reward is from God.  Surely to know we have His approval is the greatest reward we could want.

Each person who knows and loves the Lord Jesus receives the gift of the Holy Spirit.  It is for this reason that Paul says we are ‘God’s temple’.  In 2 Chronicles 6:18 Solomon says ‘But will God really dwell on earth with humans?  The heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot contain you.  How much less this temple I have built!’  In the Old Testament we see God’s temple as a physical building but in the New Testament it is our bodies that are the temple of God because we have the Holy Spirit indwelling.  If we always remembered that the Holy Spirit was dwelling in us it would make us very careful how we live.  If we constantly asked Him for help and guidance it would also ensure we did not deceive ourselves (verse 18). 

It is vital to ensure we have the Lord’s approval in all that we do and in this way we can withstand criticism, hardship and perhaps even persecution.  We are not swayed by man’s opinion in what we do.  However, we also need to keep in mind other scriptures which are clear that we need to respect the counsel and advice that is available from other Christians.  We also need to remember the scripture which tells us to ‘value others above yourselves’ (Phil 2:3).  In this way we will be kept from being insensitive and there is also a check on whether we are indeed walking in God’s way or merely being self-opinionated!

Study 3 – Chapters 5 & 6

More Problems

In studying these chapters we need to grasp the importance of both personal and corporate (in the church) purity.  Our personal lives will have an impact on our own witness to others about Christ.  However, what we allow in our personal lives will also have an impact on the body of Christ on earth.  The Church (i.e. that which is made up of all believers) will be affected in some way, either positively or negatively, by the way we behave personally.  We can either bring glory to God or we can bring shame on His name.  It is a tremendous privilege to be called by God to be part of the body of Christ on earth but it is also a tremendous responsibility and one which we should not take up lightly.

We know we are not perfect but if we use this as an excuse to continue to do things which we know are wrong then we will bring shame on the name of Jesus.  Other people do notice how we behave and in Corinth there was both personal and corporate failure.  Not only were people involved in gross sin but the church was not prepared to do anything about it.  We should always act in love but if we do nothing about obvious sin when we see it – first in our own lives – but also in the lives of others in the church, then is this really love?  Can we really claim to love Christ if we are prepared to do nothing when His name is brought into disrepute?

Once again we find we can only act rightly in these things if we are guided by the Holy Spirit.  If we act in the power of the Spirit we will be able to do what is right in love and so bring glory to God.  If someone within the church is bringing shame on the name of Jesus then do we have the moral power and the love for that person such that we can speak to them about it without offending them?  This is a real challenge and first of course we have to be right in our own lives!

There should be a right fear of God both personally and corporately such that we are afraid to bring His name into disrepute.  If we always remembered that our bodies are His temple (3:16-17) then we would be careful in the way we lived.  Our concern though is in relation to those within the church because God’s name is associated with all that is done there.  It is not the same with those who do not form part of the church.

If our bodies are the temple of God then surely we should be different to those in whom God does not dwell.  I may have the Holy Spirit dwelling in me but if I do not allow Him the freedom to guide me and mould me then I may not appear to be any different to one who does not have this precious gift.  We can easily be influenced by the standards of the society in which we live and the only way to avoid this is to constantly ask God to lead and guide us in the power of His Holy Spirit.

Discipline within the church is a very difficult subject today and, in the main, is the responsibility of leaders within the church.  We need to pray constantly for our leaders that they will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to act, in love, when necessary.  We need to pray both for ourselves and for each other that we will live our lives, conscious that our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit and always vigilant so as not to bring the church, and thus the name of God, into disrepute. 
We can only ensure that we are not like the Corinthians and that our church is not like the one in Corinth by constant prayer.  We are unable to achieve anything for God in our own strength and must rely on the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit if we are to bring glory and not shame to the Church which is Christ’s body on earth.

Study 4 – Chapter 7

Marriage

Whether we are in Corinth or Gillingham the importance of marriage in the sight of God cannot be overstated.  The institution of marriage was under attack in Corinth and it is still under attack today.  The devil would love to see the breakdown of marriage and families because he knows how important these things are to God.  Our devotion to God and our desire to bring glory to His name should affect our views of marriage, sex and singleness.
We are not given a list of rules which cover every eventuality with regard to relationships in this chapter.  Paul is dealing with specific issues and from this – and with other parts of the Bible and with the help of the Holy Spirit – we can find wisdom as to how to act in specific situations in the present day.  We cannot understand or rightly apply principles in Scripture unless we rely on the Holy Spirit.  We have already seen earlier in Corinthians that God’s wisdom is not man’s wisdom and we need God’s guidance and wisdom to know how to act in our own circumstances and if we are to try to help others.

Whether we are married or single our overriding desire should be to please God in all that we do and to live for Him.  The Scripture makes it clear that it is sin and our hard hearts that have caused the problem of divorce and unfaithfulness.  Faithfulness is a characteristic of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).   However, God also loves each of us as individuals and we need to exercise tremendous love and sympathy for those who are in difficult marriages or who are divorced.
Faithfulness and sexual purity are principles which can be applied in any situation.  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit and this should guide us and make us careful in the way we behave in such areas.  It is not always easy to help others who have marital or relationship problems especially if they are not specifically covered in the Scriptures.  However, we can pray for them and we can show them love whatever the situation.  Perhaps one of the reasons we do not have a list of ‘rules’ is to encourage us deeper in our relationship with God and in our love for one another as we work these things out together.

There is a difference between God calling us to a certain situation and calling us while we are in a situation. We may be called to be single and Paul makes it clear in this chapter that this is a special calling.  We may also be called by God while we are in a situation e.g. come to know Jesus after we are married.  Paul makes it clear that in this latter case we should not then think we must change the circumstances we are in.  If we are married we should remain so and if we are single we can remain so.  In everything our primary purpose should be to honour God in all we do and to seek to do His will.  That is not always easy of course but with the help of the Holy Spirit we are able to live in a way that pleases God.  Thus we may find it possible to remain in a difficult marriage, to cope with being single or with different types of difficult situations because we know that we are called by God and that He will work out everything according to His will if we place ourselves in His hands.  We can also be confident that He will work out everything for our good (Romans 8.28).  He is able to use all our circumstances and situations to fulfil His purpose for us and make us more like the Lord Jesus.  If we keep God’s purpose before us then this will enable us to endure in situations which may not be those we would choose for ourselves. 

These issues are not easy in today’s world but God does not change and He is able to help us work things out together today just as He did at Corinth.  If we rely on the Holy Spirit, continue to love each other and our only motive is to please God in all we do then we should be able to work out difficult issues in the church in a practical way. 
Study 5 – Chapters 8,9 & 10

Freedom and submission

As Christians we know that we have been delivered from slavery to sin (Romans 6:16-22) and that we are free.  However, if we really love God then we are not free to do as we please, but we want to do what pleases Him.  The Corinthians had used the message of freedom as an excuse to do whatever they pleased and indulge in all kinds of sin.  
Love is more important than exercising the freedom that comes from knowledge.  If we love our brother or sister we will not want to do anything which may cause them to stumble or harm them.  The question of whether Christians should eat meat sacrificed to idols may not  concern us today but the question of Christian liberty still applies.  Perhaps we can see four principles which would help to guide us when making personal decisions about ‘grey’ areas.  Knowledge must be balanced by love (1 Cor 8); authority must be balanced by discipline (1 Cor 9); experience must be balanced by caution (1 Cor 10:1-22) and freedom must be balanced by responsibility (1 Cor 10:23-33) – W Wiersbe.

Some Christians have a ‘weak’ conscience because they have only been saved for a short while and have not yet had time to grow.  Some are weak because they refuse to grow e.g. don’t spend time in prayer, ignore the Bible and don’t want Christian fellowship.  Others may be weak because they are afraid of freedom and prefer to be held within a rigid structure of rules and regulations.  Whatever it may be, each can be helped and encouraged by others who may be more mature if they are shown love and consideration. 
It was because he was free that Paul was able to choose to serve others and to put aside his own rights for their sake, in order to win them for Christ.  We know of many examples today of missionaries, church leaders, those who work in the community and so on, who are prepared to use their freedom to serve others.  Such people have to give up much e.g. material comforts, in order to serve.  They are free as Christians to enjoy many benefits but they choose to give these up in order to serve Christ and for the sake of His gospel.

This does not of course mean that Paul was a people pleaser – it is obvious he was far from this when we see the stern way he addresses the church at Corinth.  He was however full of love (sometimes tough love!) for God’s people.  He was willing to be ‘weak’ by not eating idol meat if it upset certain ones but also ‘strong’ against those who took their freedom too far, in this case by eating in idol temples.  His guiding principle in all things is to be a slave to Christ and to the gospel.  Of course, we need to be able to distinguish the heart of the gospel from peripheral issues and for this we need a close relationship with God and to rely fully on the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

When we consider how to act in different circumstances perhaps it would help to ask ourselves whether we will be a stumbling block or a stepping stone to others.  Will these things build up the church or tear it down?  Do I want to do these things merely to please myself or to please God and honour Him?  Will I be helping to win others to Christ or will I turn them away?

We need knowledge but, as we will see later in Corinthians, knowledge without love is of little use.  The only way we can find the right balance between freedom and submission is by deepening our relationship with the Lord Jesus and allowing the Holy Spirit freedom to work in us and guide us according to the will of God. 
Study 6 – Chapter 11

The Lord’s Supper
One of the problems in the church at Corinth was disorder in their public meetings.  We can see this chapter linking back to previous chapters with a continuing theme of honouring God and honouring each other during our worship.  There seemed to be a situation in Corinth where some women were assuming more freedom than they should have done, there was disorder at the Lord’s Supper and there was confusion in the way in which spiritual gifts were being used.  

Our daily lives will affect the church as it meets together.  For example, if we are guilty of gossip and disrespect towards each other when we are not together then there will not be unity and love when we are together.  We cannot keep our lives in separate compartments – ‘church’ life and ‘other’ life.  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit whether we are in church or not and we should try to live our lives in a way that honours God whatever we are doing and wherever we are.

There is an emphasis here on distinctiveness between the sexes but no sense of inferiority.  We are equal but different.  Paul seems to feel that it is essential to live with the tension of accepting both the way we were created as different, male and female, and the way we are redeemed to be interdependent and equal (v11-12).  He brings into his argument the need to consider public propriety (v13), nature (v14-15) and general church practice (v16).

How we work these things out today is not an easy matter as we can see from the difficulties which arise within the church.  However, as we try to solve these issues it is vital that we are guided by the Holy Spirit and that we strive to honour God and each other in all that we do. 

Headship is understood by different people in different ways!  However, it seems clear from this, and other scriptures (e.g. 1 Cor 15:28; Eph 5:22-24), that it has nothing to do with greater and inferior but more perhaps about a priority within a relationship of equals.  The Father is glorified in the Son, Christ is glorified in His bride, the church, and there may be a sense in which a wife can bring glory to her husband by recognizing his place in her life.
This disorder and misuse of freedom when they gathered together in Corinth had even disrupted and brought shame on the Lord’s Supper.  Jesus had taken the common elements of a meal in that day and transformed them into a meaningful spiritual experience for believers.  However, it was true then and is still true today, that the value of the experience depends on the condition of the hearts of those who partake of it.  The problem in Corinth was carelessness about the event and a failure to prepare themselves before they came to the Lord’s table. We can still be guilty of carelessness and failing to prepare ourselves today even if it is in different ways to those of the Corinthians.  The idea of examining ourselves should not be so that we feel guilty and then do not take Communion but that we should confess our sins and then be clean as we participate.  We do not need to wait until we are about to take Communion to do this and as we try to live our lives to honour God we should ensure that we make such a review a regular occurrence.
There are many expressions used by different denominations for the Lord’s Supper.  Communion, Eucharist, Lord’s Supper, Breaking of Bread, Mass, Blessed Sacrament, Divine Service, Divine Liturgy are some examples.  There are also different views regarding the bread and wine and what, if anything, happens when we take them.  However, the important thing in this chapter is that Paul states that we do what we do in remembrance of all that Jesus has done for us and that, in obedience to Him, we should continue this act of remembering until He comes again.  
STUDY 7 – Chapters 12 & 13

Gifts and Love

We have each been given a gift/s from God for the purpose of building up the body here on earth.  The members of the body, and our gifts, are interdependent which means we should not perhaps speak of ‘my’ gift.  We can only use our spiritual gifts in a right way if we acknowledge this interdependence and are motivated by love.  Our overriding concern should be for the health of the body which is more important than a desire to express ‘my’ gift.  To have an arrogant, independent attitude – either expressed or in secret – will cause disunity and will damage the body not build it up.

It is interesting that the chapter on love comes between two chapters about gifts.  If we do not have love we are nothing, irrespective of how ‘gifted’ we may be.  There are many gifts mentioned in these chapters and yet more to be found in Romans 12 and Ephesians 4.  Even if we combine all the gifts mentioned in these chapters the list is probably not exhaustive.  It is God who orders the body and decides how each member should function and we can see that there is tremendous diversity.  Thus we see the unity of the body but the diversity of the members of the body.  Unity with diversity keeps the body alive and builds it up.  These two things must be kept in balance otherwise there could be a danger of unity with uniformity which could lead to spiritual death or diversity without unity which could lead to anarchy and a lack of right order.  It is only as we rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us that we are able to keep these things in a right balance.

Whilst some gifts may be more significant than others there is no sense of the inferiority of some members or gifts, since all are needed.  We need each other if the body is to function properly and our desire should always be to build up the body rather than demonstrate our gifts.  By speaking about the ‘greater’ gifts perhaps Paul is trying to encourage those at Corinth to desire gifts for the purpose of building up the body rather than wanting a gift because we feel it appears more sensational or impressive to others.  The needs of the body should be of prime importance for us, overriding our individual preferences.  If we ask God for a particular gift we should also examine our motive for such a request.  
We need to be careful that we do not become preoccupied with the worth of our own contribution or become frustrated if we feel our ‘gift’ is not being used.  It is God who opens the doors and plans the right use of gift at the right time.  We can safely leave it in His hands!  If we were always focussed on building up the body and bringing glory to the name of the One to whom the body belongs, then it would negate the problems that can arise when we are too focussed on ourselves and what we can do.
If we use our gifts without love we could easily cause damage within the body and bring shame and not glory on the name of Christ.  In order to have love for one another we need the help of the Holy Spirit.  It is not always easy to use our gifts in love – especially if disagreements arise – but with the help of the Holy Spirit what seems impossible becomes possible.  It is the Holy Spirit who helps us to love one another.
If the church was always able to use the gifts available in love, respect and interdependence it would be a wonderful place, bringing glory to God.  Sadly in Corinth this was not the case at the time Paul was writing.  There was self-promotion (especially among leaders), exaltation of the sensational, envy, jealousy, cliques and ‘freedom’ being used to justify sin.  Each of these things are a result of self-interest and not love for others.  Love causes us to recognise that each part of the body is vital and thus to value and respect each one and the gift/s they have been given.  

Study 8 – Chapter 14
Gifts and worship

The gift of tongues is perhaps one of the more controversial of the gifts.  Some Christians believe that this gift was only available to the early church and that today we are not given the gift of tongues.  It follows therefore that they would view with suspicion anyone who claimed to have such a gift.  Sometimes a division is made between ‘charismatic’ and ‘traditional’ churches based on whether they allow speaking in tongues as a present day gift.  As we look at this study we need perhaps to put to one side any prejudices we may have, look at the chapter and, with the help of the Holy Spirit, try to understand exactly what Paul is saying.

Paul seems to have a fairly low view of the usefulness of tongues because the gift fails to build up the body.  This would apply only when there was no interpretation.  However, if there was an interpreter then people could be edified and this would be similar to prophecy.

The purpose of tongues – if not interpreted – is for personal edification.  The mistake the Corinthians were making was to emphasise their own personal edification to the neglect of the church.  The purpose of prophecy is to build up, or edify, the church.  Paul therefore makes it clear that if tongues are used there must always be an interpretation.

The verses 22-25 appear to contain an apparent contradiction about the purpose of tongues and prophecy in connection with unbelievers.  This has even led to some scholars e.g. J B Phillips, to think there may have been a slip of the pen or a copying error here!  However, another way of understanding this passage is to see that there may be two separate instances noted.  Firstly, that tongues are for unbelievers as a sign which may convict them so that they want to change.  Secondly, that they are not for unbelievers because they will simply think that Christians are mad and not be encouraged to investigate further.

Worship has been defined in many ways and one good way is to think of it as being totally focussed on, or absorbed with, who/what is being worshipped.  If we were totally absorbed with God then our lives would reflect this.  We hear of people worshiping other things and people rather than God but we are told to worship only God.  We can perhaps be guilty of meaningless or mindless worship when we listen to sermons without taking them to heart, or sing hymns without thinking about the words, or take Communion without reflecting on its meaning.  This may mean of course that we are not worshipping at all but just think we are.

Paul is very keen to ensure that we have order during times of worship.  Part of the fruit of the Spirit is self-control so we could hardly think of worship being ‘in the Spirit’ but without any order or control.  It is of course possible to have freedom and order because if each of us is led by the Holy Spirit then it will be He that guides the service and the worship.  Everything will then be done in the right way, at the right time, by the right person.  

Views about women and church are of course controversial to say the least and our view of women’s ministries should not be based on this passage alone.  Suffice to say here that, as we work out our sometimes conflicting views, we should do this in love and have open hearts for the Holy Spirit to guide us and convict us of the truth of what all these passages mean. 
Verse 26 of this chapter gives a snapshot of how a service might proceed and it is clear from this that without some kind of God-given order there could never be edification.  It seems that some of the Corinthians were being carried away with the idea of speaking in tongues – perhaps because it focussed attention of them and their ability. They were more concerned with demonstrating their gift than they were for the edification of the church and thus there was disorder and confusion.  Our focus should not be on ‘my’ gift but on saving the lost and building up the church.  This can only be done as we continue to love God, rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us and love each other. 

Study 9 – Chapter 15 

Resurrection

The Greeks generally did not believe in resurrection – similar to many people today!  Corinth was a Greek city and this view had somehow influenced the church there.  We can see similarities with ourselves today in that we need to take care that the prevailing views of society around us do not influence us away from the truths in the Bible.
The resurrection is one of the most important parts of Christianity together with other facts such as the incarnation, Christ’s death on the cross and His burial.  If Jesus is not alive today then it makes our faith useless.  It is likely that the immorality in Corinth and the other problems there arose partly because of this unbelief about resurrection.  It is easier to rationalize sin if what we do with our bodies now has no bearing on our future – ‘Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die’ v32.

Paul had to deal with this problem because he understood the implications for their faith if the Corinthians continued in unbelief about resurrection.  Some may have believed that Christ was raised but not that they too would have life after death.  Paul stresses that if there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ has not been raised.  If Christ has not been raised and if we will not be raised then it makes Christianity worthless.  In fact, Paul says in verse 19 that if this is the case then ‘we are to be pitied more than all men’.

We should thank God that we can be sure about the resurrection of Jesus and sure that we too will enjoy life after death with Him.  The Bible tells us that Jesus appeared to many people after He rose from the dead and on one occasion He appeared to over 500 people!  Paul also had personal experience of Jesus appearing to him.  We can be sure about life after death because God has told us about this in His word and we know that God does not lie.  We can also have the assurance of a personal relationship with Jesus now.  Furthermore, Paul explains that our resurrection is the logical consequence of what has already happened, so it does not even defy reason.
Leviticus 23:9-14 is a beautiful passage which helps us to understand the reference to Christ as the firstfruits.  As the Lamb of God, Jesus died on Passover.  The priest waved the sheaf of the firstfruits before the Lord as a sign that the entire harvest belonged to Him.  When Jesus was raised from the dead it was God’s assurance to us that we shall also be raised one day – as part of a future harvest.

Verse 28 helps us to understand headship and subjection in a right way since although Christ is in subjection to God, there is never any sense of inequality.
Paul continues with the thought of the harvest with his reference to a seed being planted and then becoming wheat.  A lovely illustration of how our bodies will be changed to something quite different when we are raised.  He then goes on to show from nature that the resurrection is not illogical but follows a similar process.  We know our new bodies will be incorruptible and not subject to death or illness.  They will not wear out over time as they do now but we have to accept that the Bible does not tell us exactly what they will look like.
The first Adam (in Genesis) came from the earth, disobeyed God and brought sin and death into the world.  The Last Adam (i.e. Christ) came from heaven, obeyed the Father and brought righteousness and life.  Adam was the first natural man and Christ is the first heavenly man.  As we have been like Adam so we will be like Christ.  We must be changed because our corruptible bodies could not live with Christ eternally.  Verse 51 says we will not all ‘sleep’ i.e. die, but some will be alive when Jesus comes again.  So we have this wonderful assurance that whether we die or whether we are still alive when Jesus returns, our bodies will be changed and we will then be with Him for ever – Hallelujah!
Study 10 – Chapter 16

Conclusions

At first glance it may seem that this chapter does not have much relevance for today, but if we look at it carefully we can see that it is not unrelated to our present needs.  We can see at least three important areas mentioned – money, time and the people of God.  Money, time and people are probably the most important resources we have as a church and we can learn much from Paul’s example and his teaching.
No doubt there were many reasons why Paul brought up the subject of money and it is good advice for us all to put aside a sum of money regularly for giving.  However, it is also interesting to see that Paul was concerned about uniting Jewish and Gentile believers.  Perhaps he thought that if the Gentiles in Corinth were able to show their love in a practical way to the Jews in Jerusalem then this would help to unite them.  In these early days of the church there were often difficulties between Jews and Gentiles as they tried to work out the truths of Christianity together.

Paul outlined his travel plans to those at Corinth but we can see that these were tentative and most importantly, ‘if the Lord permits’ (v7).  We know from other Scriptures that various circumstances forced Paul to change his plans on several occasions.  God has given us our minds and our reason and He does expect us to use these but not to depend solely on these things.  We need to seek His will, to pray, to use our knowledge of His word and sometimes perhaps to seek the advice of Christian friends.  It is worth noting too that our decisions may not always be in the will of God and we find we cannot do what we have planned.  Paul seems to have learned to only make tentative plans ‘if the Lord permits’ and was willing at times to change them.  If we have to change our plans this does not necessarily mean that we are, or have been, ‘out of the will of God’ since God sometimes only reveals His will step by step.  We should be encouraged to see that even the apostle Paul had to sometimes revise his plans.
Paul referred to Timothy as ‘my own son in the faith’ (1Tim 1:2) and Timothy was obviously a special assistant to Paul.  The Corinthians therefore could have been jealous of this and could also have resented the fact that Timothy was a young man. Paul was concerned that Timothy should be treated rightly and not with contempt – Timothy needed special encouragement perhaps because of his youth.  Young people who are doing God’s work are of special value and need to be encouraged so that they will continue in it and not give up.

If we look back to 1 Corinthians 1 we can see that there were divisions in Corinth with different groups, or cliques, within the church following after different leaders.  Paul could have encouraged this type of division in order to boost his own ego or he could have been jealous of Apollos.  However, he shows here that there were no hard feelings between them and it is clear that he and Apollos were still close – Paul was encouraging Apollos and Apollos was listening to him.  Paul himself received encouragement from Stephanas and others and we can learn from this with regard to our own attitude to our leaders.  We can often be so concerned about our own needs and worries that we only ever come to our leaders with problems and difficulties.  Perhaps we should sometimes remember that they too need to be encouraged and they also have burdens that they may sometimes want to share!  

In the King James version of the Bible verse 22 reads ‘if any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.  These two words are Aramaic and John 3:16-21 helps us to understand this verse.  Anathema means ‘accursed’ or ‘separated’ and Maranatha means ‘our Lord comes’ or ‘O Lord come’.  When the Lord Jesus comes again to earth unbelievers will be condemned and will perish, which should make us urgent in our desire that others should be saved (2 Timothy 4:2).  Meanwhile, we who love the Lord are looking forward to, and longing for, His return – Come Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20). 
