STUDY 1

Christ the wisdom and power of God

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and 2:6-16

Discussion

What is the difference between God’s wisdom and man’s wisdom?  Does being a Christian challenge you to think differently to those around you who are not Christians?  Can you think of examples in your own lives where you have applied God’s wisdom to a situation?  What was the result?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and 2:6-16

1. The Corinthians considered themselves to be intellectually superior to others and boasted in worldly wisdom.  How does the message of the cross destroy boasting?
2. Why do you think that God often chooses the foolish things of the world in order to accomplish His plans and purposes?   Why did Paul have to remind the Corinthians of this?
3. Why do you think God chose such an unlikely bunch of people to represent His church in Corinth?

4. How should we react/deal with problems of division/pride etc if they arise in our own church?

5. Do non-Christians sometimes think – or say – that what you say to them about Jesus is foolish?  Why is this?

6. How are we able to understand God’s wisdom?

7. If we try to do work for God using our own wisdom what do you think will be the result?

8. What does the Holy Spirit do for us? (2:12-16)

9. Chapter 2 ends by saying that ‘we have the mind of Christ’.  What does it mean for believers to have the mind of Christ?

10. If we had the ‘mind of Christ’ both individually and collectively in our church, what would be the result?

Don’t forget to pray!
Pray for the local church to which we belong that we will have the ‘mind of Christ’. Pray that we will allow the Holy Spirit to lead us both individually and as a church so that we will represent God rightly in Gillingham and do what He wants us to do in our local area.

STUDY 2

Divisions and Problems

1 Corinthians 3 – 4:5

Discussion

What qualities do you expect to see in a leader?  Do these apply equally to leaders in the church or would you like to see different characteristics?  What are the dangers of hero worship or following leaders?

Read 1 Corinthians 3 – 4:5

1. Discuss the ways in which God’s church can be likened to a garden with seeds and plants (v5-9).
2. Discuss the different tasks that you feel God has assigned to each person in your group. (v5)

3. The church is also likened to a building in this chapter.  Can you think of other scriptures which also use this analogy?  How and why should we be careful how we build?

4. Why is it important that the church should have many different ministries but a unity of purpose?

5. What could be the result if we try and do someone else’s task or become jealous about what someone else is doing?  How can we make sure this doesn’t happen?

6. How do you feel about the quality of each person’s work being revealed on the day of judgment?

7. What do you think verse 16 means when it says ‘you yourselves are God’s temple’?

8. How can we deceive ourselves (verse 18)?  How can we make sure that we don’t deceive ourselves?

9. In chapter 4 Paul makes it clear that he cares only for the Lord’s approval.  How can this help us in what we do?  
10. How could it cause problems within the church if we thought we had the Lord’s approval and therefore ignored the views of others?  What are the dangers of being too independent of the views and advice of other believers?
Don’t forget to pray!
Pray that God will make it very clear to you what your task is in His garden and that you will be willing to do it.  Pray that the local church will be able to work together so that each person does what God assigns to him or her and that together we will have a unity of purpose which becomes increasingly apparent to our local community.
STUDY 3
More Problems!

1 Corinthians 5 and 6

Discussion

The church in Corinth was a church in disgrace.  It had many problems which were known and talked about both within the church and in the wider community.  

How would you react when/if you heard about serious failure/sin among people in your church?

Read 1 Corinthians 5 and 6

1. We know that we are not perfect but why is it wrong to use this as an excuse for sin?  What should the church do when there is obvious sin within its congregation?

2. Why was there such reluctance in Corinth to deal with the obvious sexual sin in their midst?
3. What harm is there in doing nothing about such things?

4. How had the Corinthians found themselves in such a terrible situation?

5. What is the difference (if any) between our reaction to those guilty of serious sin within the church and those outside the church?

6. How do you think these chapters link back to chapter 3 v 16-17?

7. Should it be obvious to those outside the church that we are different?  If no, why not?  If yes, then how and why?

8. Are our standards sometimes watered down because of the society in which we live?  If not, why is this?  If yes, then how can we avoid this?

9.  Would it make a difference to our behaviour if we always remembered that our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit?

10. How can we ensure that we are not like the Corinthians and that our church is not like the one in Corinth?

Don’t forget to pray!
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to ensure your personal life is pleasing to Him.  Pray that He will help us within the church to maintain standards which are pleasing to God.  Pray especially for those in authority within the church whose task is to lead us in a way that is pleasing to God.
STUDY 4
Marriage  

1 Corinthians 7

Discussion

If you were writing to a church today about the subject of marriage, what things would you include/not include in your letter?  How important do you feel marriage is today?

Read 1 Corinthians 7

1. How would you summarize Paul’s view of marriage versus singleness from this chapter?

2. What should be the overriding factor for each of us whether we are married or single?

3. What do you feel about divorce?

4. What does Paul feel about divorce?  Read Mark 10:2-8 and Matthew 19:3-12.  What do you feel about this subject of marriage and divorce after having read these scriptures?
5. What principles are there in this chapter which help us in the way we live regarding marriage?

6. How can you help/advise others who may have marital difficulties that are not specifically covered in Scripture?

7. Why do you think we do not just have a list of rules or do’s or don’ts in Scripture (which cover every eventuality) on this subject?

8. God can call us into a certain situation (v17 and v 24).  God can also call us while we are in a situation (v18-22).  What do you feel is the difference and how should we act in each case?  How does this apply today?
9. If we are in a difficult marriage, find the situation difficult being single or are in other difficult circumstances, what difference does it make if we feel we are called by God?

10.  These issues are not easy in today’s world.  How can we work them out together in our church in a practical way?

Don’t forget to pray!
Pray that whether you are single or married you will honour God in all that you do.  If you or others in the group have unbelieving partners, pray specifically for them that they will be brought into a relationship with Jesus.

STUDY 5
Freedom and Submission
1 Corinthians 8,9,& 10

Discussion

As Christians we know we are ‘free’ and that we are under ‘grace’ and not under ‘law’.  What does this mean in practice?  Can we just behave as we like and do whatever we want to do?

Read 1 Corinthians 8 v 9-13; 9:19-23 and 10:23-33

1. What is more important than exercising the freedom that comes from knowledge? (8:9-13)

2.      What does Paul mean by those with a ‘weak’ conscience?

2. What ‘freedom’ that you currently enjoy would you be willing to give up so as not to destroy a weaker brother or sister?

3. How can the behaviour of a mature believer encourage one who is less mature to grow?
4. How and why has Paul given up the freedom to live whatever lifestyle he prefers? (9:19-23)

5. In verse 19 Paul says he is free but also a slave.  What do you think he means by this?  Does this apply to us today?  If so, how?  If not, why not?

6. In chapter 9:22 Paul says he ‘has become all things to all men’.  How is this different to being a ‘people pleaser’.

7. Look at chapter 10:23-33 and assess from these verses what principles should guide our behaviour as Christians?

8. What practices in your life/the lives of other Christians might be considered ‘permissible’ but perhaps not beneficial or helpful to others?

9. Why do we need to balance knowledge with love? How can we do this?
10. Martin Luther said ‘the Christian is a most free lord of all, subject to none.  The Christian is a most submissive servant, subject to all.’  How can we be like this?
Don’t forget to pray!
Ask God to give you wisdom so you know when to stand firm and when to give way for the sake of the conscience of another.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would deepen in your heart this ‘double truth’ of freedom and submission.  Ask the Holy Spirit to mould you so that you become all that God wants you to be.
STUDY 6
The Lord’s Supper

1 Corinthians 11

Discussion

When/if you come to church for a Communion service, how do you come?  Do you prepare in any way?  What do you expect to get/give when you come?  Does the occasion meet your expectations or are you disappointed?  Discuss

Read 1 Corinthians 11

1. How do you think this chapter links back to the previous chapters about freedom and submission?

2. Do our daily lives have an impact on the time we spend 'in church’?  Why/why not?

3. What do you think is Paul’s major concern in the first section of the chapter? (verses 1-16)

4. How would you apply what he is saying to our lives today?

5. How do you understand ‘headship’?
6. What wrong behaviour was affecting the Corinthians when they came together for Communion?

7. What wrong behaviour could affect us today in relation to the Lord’s Supper?  How can we avoid this?

8. What is the purpose and significance of the Lord’s Supper/Communion?

9. Having read this chapter how do you think we should prepare ourselves before we participate in Communion?

10. What do you think we can learn from this chapter about worship that is honouring or dishonouring to God?

Don’t forget to pray!
Pray for love and unity in your own church and in the church worldwide as it tries to work through some of the issues about the roles of men and women today.  Pray that the Holy Spirit may work in those who lead so that the outcome will be according to God’s will.  Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and lead you so that you can understand the Scriptures in the right way.

STUDY 7
Gifts and Love
1 Corinthians 12 & 13

Discussion

Think back to previous studies/discussions you have had on the subject of spiritual gifts.  How can we use our gifts in a right way and how could we use them in a wrong way?  What is the purpose of having been given a gift from God?  How can we encourage each other in how and when to use the gifts we have?

Read 1 Corinthians 12 & 13

1. Chapter 13 is between two chapters which look at spiritual gifts and worship.  Why do you think this chapter comes where it does?
2. What are the different gifts mentioned in this chapter and why are there so many?

3. Do you feel that some gifts are perhaps ‘better’ or more important than others? (Be honest!)

4. How can we honour each part of the body and ensure that each part feels recognised and valued?

5. What do you think Paul means when he says we should ‘eagerly desire the greater gifts’ (v31)?

6. What might be the result of using our gifts without love?

7. How do you feel when you read this beautiful chapter (13) about love?

8. Why is love the answer to the problems they had in Corinth and also the answer to any problems we may have in the church today?

9. How can we develop this love for each other?
10. What would the church be like if we were all using our gifts with love and mutual respect for each other?

Don’t forget to pray!
We know that the Christian love is ‘agape’ love which is a ‘doing’ love rather than a sentimental feeling.  Ask God to work with you and within your church so that the predominant feature in everything we do is love.  Ask the Holy Spirit to work within the church so that each person uses the gift they have for the benefit of the body.  
STUDY 8

Worship

1 Corinthians 14

Discussion

How do you understand the gift of prophecy and the gift of tongues?  How do you feel about these gifts?  Discuss any experience you may have had with such gifts either positive or negative.  

Read 1 Corinthians 14

1. Why does Paul say he would rather we prophesied than use tongues?
2. What is the purpose of tongues? What is the purpose of prophecy?
3. What guidelines does Paul give for speaking in tongues?

4.  What would cause a visitor to declare that ‘God is really among you’ (verse 25)?

5. What is worship?

6. Can we sometimes be guilty of meaningless worship?  If so, how? 

7. Why is it important to have order during times of worship (verse 40)?

8. How does this chapter show it is possible to have both freedom and order in our worship?
9. How should we apply the instructions about women and worship today?

10. How can we apply this chapter on worship to ourselves today?

Don’t forget to pray!
Pray that God will work in our church so that we have the right balance of freedom and order.  Pray that the Holy Spirit may always be free when we meet together as a church and that we, as individuals, may not hinder Him or get in the way with our own actions and mindset.  Pray especially for our leaders that they may have wisdom in these areas of order and freedom and know how to lead the church in a right way.

STUDY 9
Resurrection

1 Corinthians 15

Discussion
How do you feel about death and about having life after death?  Does the way you feel about this subject have any practical implications for your life here and now?

Read 1 Corinthians 15

1. What are the most important parts of the gospel message?
2. What effect would it have on the Christian faith if we did not believe in the resurrection of Christ?

3. How can we be sure about the resurrection of Jesus?  How can we be sure that we will have life after death?

4. What do the Scriptures mean when they speak about Christ being the ‘firstfruits’? – See verses 20 and 23. 
5. How does verse 28 help us when we think back to previous studies about headship and subjection?  (Studies 5 & 6)

6. What examples does Paul use in order to show us that our belief in resurrection is not at all illogical?

7. What do we learn from this chapter about our resurrected bodies? 
8. Who is the first Adam and who is the second Adam?  What is the connection and how can this strengthen our faith?

9. What does verse 51 mean? And why must we be changed?

10. Having studied this chapter on resurrection do you think it will help you to ‘stand firm’ (verse 58)?

Don’t forget to pray!
Ask God to make the truths in this chapter real to you.  Pray that you will always have the hope in your heart that one day you will have a new body and be with Jesus for ever.  Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you to ‘stand firm’ in your faith and always remember that one day Jesus will actually return – Hallelujah!  
STUDY 10

Conclusions

1 Corinthians 16

Discussion
In the last verse of chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians Paul says ‘you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain’.  Do you ever feel that your labour in the Lord is in vain?  Why/why not?  Thinking about all you have learned from this study, how can you encourage yourself and others that such labour is not in vain?
Read 1 Corinthians 16

1. Do you feel this chapter has any relevance for today?  Why/why not?

2. What do you think was Paul’s main motive about the offering he is suggesting in verses 2 and 3?

3. What can we learn about the way Paul used his time and what can we learn about his attitude when he was making plans (verse 5-9)?

4. Why might the Corinthians have had a wrong attitude towards Timothy?

5. Look back at 1 Corinthians 1:12 and now look at what Paul is saying about Apollos in verse 12 of this chapter.  How is Paul setting an excellent example for us in his attitude towards Apollos?

6. What can we learn from Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus (v17) about our attitude to our leaders?

7. What do you think Paul means in verse 22?

8. What have you learned from studying 1 Corinthians?

9. Has this made any difference to your faith and the way you live your life?

10. What difference, if any, would it make to the local church to which we belong if we really applied all that we have learned from 1 Corinthians?
Don’t forget to pray
Pray that as individuals, and as a church, we will be changed in some way as a result of studying 1 Corinthians.  Pray that we might learn from our Bible study and ‘do not merely listen to the word……Do what it says’ James 1:22.  Pray that we will really grow as a church – both in the depth of our relationship with God, as well as in number.  Above all pray that we will listen to God and do His will – individually and in our local church – for His glory.
