STUDY 1

TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS

JAMES CHAPTER 1
(verses 1-18)
DISCUSSION

Have you had experiences in your life when you wondered why God was allowing certain things to happen?  How do you feel about them now?  Share such experiences with your group including any situation you may be in right now.

Read James chapter 1 verses 1-18
1. Why should we ‘count it joy’ when going through trials?  Is joy the same thing as happiness?
2. Is it easy to ‘count it joy’ at such times?  Read Romans 5 v 3-5.
3. Is it possible to be very sad or troubled but also be joyful at the same time?

4. Read 1 Peter 1.3-9.  How does this help to explain what James is saying?
5. Why do you think that one of the first things James says is that we should ask God for wisdom?
6. What do you think God is working towards, with each of us, when He allows certain circumstances and situations in our lives?

7. When we are faced with trials how should we pray?

8. We don’t often see changes in ourselves (although others do) but can you share with the group any experience you have had of situations changing people – either in yourself or in someone else?

9. What do you think James means in verse 18?

10. After studying this section of James, do you think it will make it easier to bear trials now when they come in your life?

NOW OR LATER

Ask God for wisdom to know how you should pray and how you should behave when, or if, you are faced with trials and temptations.  Thank Him for choosing you and for working with you and in you to make you more like the Lord Jesus.
STUDY 2

LISTENING AND DOING

JAMES CHAPTER 1

(verses 19-27)

DISCUSSION

This section of James is headed up in some translations ‘listening and doing’.  What do you think are the dangers of having one without the other?  Do you have any experiences relating to this that you can share with the group?

Read James chapter 1 verses 19-27

1. Do you find it easy to be ‘quick to listen and slow to speak’?

2. What sort of anger is James speaking about in verses 19 and 20?
3. What is ‘the word’ to which James refers in verses 21 and 22 and what is our responsibility toward it?

4. Do you sometimes become angry at God’s word and if so why?  How can you overcome this so that you ‘humbly accept’ it?

5. What do you think James means in verse 21 when he says that humbly accepting the word can save you?

6. In what way is God’s word a mirror?

7. When someone is described as being ‘religious’ what do most people think this means?

8. What should it mean in God’s eyes?

9. Why is it so important to control the tongue? (verse 26)

10. How do we keep ourselves from being ‘polluted by the world?
NOW OR LATER

Ask God to show you by His Holy Spirit, any areas in your life where you may be ‘hearing the word’ but not doing it.  Ask for His wisdom, strength and courage to correct this so that your life is more pleasing to Him.

STUDY 3

FAVOURITISM FORBIDDEN

JAMES CHAPTER 2

(verses 1-13)

DISCUSSION

Do you find it easier to associate with some people than others?  Why do you think this is and does this apply both to Christian and non-Christian people?
Read James Chapter 2 verses 1-13

1. Why is it wrong, in God’s eyes, to show favouritism by showing respect to some people but looking down on others?

2. Why are we told sometimes to ‘look at others through Christ’s eyes’ and what does this mean?

3. Read 1 John 4 v 20.  How does this apply to our discussion about favouritism?

4. On what basis do we tend to judge other people?

5. Read Matthew 7 v 1-5.  How does this link with what James is saying?

6. What is the ‘royal law’ (verse 8) and why is it so called?
7. Read Matthew 22. 37-40.  How do all the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments?
8. Why and how can love be commanded of us?  How are we able to ‘love’ those who we find it very difficult to associate with?

9. How will the way we treat others affect God’s dealings with us?

10. Does the way we treat other people - particularly those who are not Christians - help them or hinder them in getting to know God?

NOW OR LATER

Think about some of the people you find it difficult to get on with.  Bring them before God and pray for them.  Ask Him to help you show God’s love to them and to change the way you feel about them.

STUDY 4
FAITH AND DEEDS

JAMES CHAPTER 2

(verses 14-26)

DISCUSSION

What do you think about when you hear the word ‘faith’?  What does ‘faith’ mean to you?  Think about your life over recent weeks and share with the group what actions you may have taken, or not taken, because of your faith.

Read James Chapter 2 verses 14-26

1. What kind of ‘deeds’ do you think James is referring to in verse 14?

2. Why do you think James is putting so much emphasis on the link between faith and deeds?  What is the danger of having one without the other?
3. What are the different kinds of faith that are described in this chapter?

4. Is it possible to have ‘faith’ and yet still not have eternal salvation?

5. Read Matthew 7 v 15-23 and Luke 6 v 46-49.  Do you think these passages help us to understand James?  If so, how or if not, why?

6. Read Genesis chapter 22 verses 1 & 2 and verse 12.  What kind of faith did Abraham have?

7. Read Joshua 2 v 1-11 and Joshua 6 v 17.  Rahab and Abraham were very different people but also very similar.  Discuss how they were different and also what made them similar.
8. In Hebrews chapter 11 many people are commended because of their faith.  Abel, Noah, Moses and Joseph are some examples.  What is the common link between all these people?  If you have time, look at some of the other examples in Hebrews 11.
9. Read Galatians 2.16.  How is this different from the truth that James is explaining?

10. Discuss some examples of the kind of ‘deeds’ that are done today, or that should be done today, if we have the faith that James is exhorting us to have.
NOW OR LATER

Could your name be included in the list in Hebrews 11?!  Ask the Holy Spirit to work in you and with you so that you become a true man or woman of faith bringing glory to God while you are here on earth.
STUDY 5
TAMING THE TONGUE

JAMES CHAPTER 3

(verses 1-12)

DISCUSSION

Look back at chapter 1 of James where we looked at being ‘swift to hear and slow to speak’ (v19) and keeping a tight rein on our tongues (v26).  Have you been able to put this into practice?  Share any examples you have with the group where you feel this has been done, or not done, by you or someone else.

Read James Chapter 3 verses 1-12

1. How does this section we have read about the tongue link with our previous studies in chapters 1 and 2?

2. Why do you think that James says that not many should presume to be teachers?

3. Discuss why James should then follow this with ‘we all stumble in many ways’.

4. Why do you think James has returned in this section to ‘the tongue’ which is a subject he has already spoken about in chapter 1?

5. How many images does James use about the tongue and what are they?  Think about each one and discuss why he may have used these pictures.

6. Read Matthew 12 v 36-37.  Does this help us to understand what James is saying and if so, how?

7. Think of some examples where the tongue is used in a very good way and then some where it is used in a wrong way.

8. Do you find it difficult to control your tongue?  Why/Why not?

9. How are we able to control our tongues or is it impossible?

10. Share with the group what you have learned from this passage.  Be honest!
NOW OR LATER

James makes it clear that with our natural strength we are unable to control our tongues.  However, with the strength and help of the Holy Spirit we are able to do so.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you control your tongue so that you are a peacemaker and not a troublemaker. 

STUDY 6

TWO KINDS OF WISDOM

JAMES CHAPTER 3

(Verses 13-18)

DISCUSSION

We have recently studied the books of Ruth and Esther.  What did you learn about ‘wisdom’ from Ruth and from Esther?  What does the word ‘wisdom’ mean to you?

Read James chapter 3 verses 13-18
1. Is there a difference between wisdom and knowledge?  Discuss

2. How important is it to have wisdom? (Prov 4.7 and 9.10 may help)

3. What are the two types of ‘wisdom’ that James talks about in this passage?

4. Compare and contrast these two types of wisdom. What are the results of each?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 1 v 18-25.  What does this teach us about the wisdom that comes from God?
6. As a contrast to God’s wisdom can you think of any examples in the Bible of man’s wisdom and the subsequent results?

7. If you were always able to act with God’s wisdom how would this be evident in your life? And……

8. How would this be evident in the Church?

9. Does the list in verse 17 remind you of anything else or any other scripture?

10. How can we get more wisdom?

NOW OR LATER

Ask God to give you more wisdom.  Ask Him to work in you through His Holy Spirit so that you are able to speak and act for God and for His glory, both in your personal lives and within the life of the Church.

STUDY 7

SUBMISSION AND HUMILITY

JAMES CHAPTER 4

(Verses 1-12)

DISCUSSION

What do you think are some of the reasons that cause Christians to fight among themselves?  Do you think this has any link to the previous study about wisdom?

Read James Chapter 4 verses 1-12

1. Why do you think James has to speak so strongly in this section?

2. What do you think is the underlying cause (or causes) when this type of behaviour arises either in the Church or elsewhere?

3. How can we sometimes excuse or rationalise our battles and arguments with one another?

4. James talks about asking and not receiving in verse 3.  Is it possible for a Christian to pray in a wrong way?

5. Look at Matthew 7 v 1-12 and compare it with this section of James.  Does this help us to understand what James is saying here? 

6. What do you think is meant in verse 4 by choosing to be a ‘friend of the world’?

7. Is it easy to be drawn into friendship with the world?  If so, why?

8. We are told to ‘submit to God’ in verse 7 and ‘humble yourselves’ in verse 10.  If we did this daily what would be the result in our own lives and in the life of our church?
9. Read Matthew 7 v 15-20.  What is the difference between this kind of ‘judging’ and the kind that James talks about in verses 11-12.

10. In summary then, how would you advise someone who said they had the kind of trouble described in these verses, in their church?  How can we avoid it in our own church?

NOW OR LATER

Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you how you should submit to God.  Ask the Lord Jesus to draw near to you so that you can learn true humility from His perfect example.  Pray constantly for your local Church so that these things in James do not become true of it.

STUDY 8

BOASTING AND OPPRESSION

JAMES CHAPTER 4/5

(Verses 13 – 5.6)
DISCUSSION

During our last study we spoke about submitting to God.  How do you view the ‘will of God’ in your own life?  What emotions arise as you think about this?  Does thinking about it make you feel happy, sad, angry, afraid or some other emotion?

Read James Chapter 4 v 13 – chapter 5 v 6

1. James is pointing out in these verses that it is foolish to ignore the will of God.  Why is this?
2. Read Luke 12 v 16-21.  How does this help to explain what James is saying at the end of chapter 4?
3. Does this mean it is wrong for us, as Christians, to plan ahead?
4. How can we avoid boasting and bragging – verse 16?

5. Who do you think James is addressing in these first few verses of chapter 5?  Is it Christians, non Christians, the Church generally?

6. Is it wrong for a Christian to be rich?  What do you think is the right approach to wealth for a Christian?

7. Are there examples today of injustice against the poor who are not being paid the right amount for their goods or the work they do?

8. If we are aware of this should we do anything about it?

9. How do we balance enjoying what God has given us but not living in luxury to the detriment of other people?  Read 1 Timothy 6 v 17-19.
10. Read Matthew 6 v 19-24.  How does this passage help to explain why James speaks so strongly to the rich?  Discuss
NOW OR LATER

Ask God to show you if you need to make any changes in your life with regard to how you spend your time and your money.  Ask Him to show you if there is anything you can do to help the poor or those who are suffering injustice in our world today.

STUDY 9
PATIENCE IN SUFFERING
JAMES CHAPTER 5

(Verses 7-12)

DISCUSSION

What kinds of situations and people test your patience?  How do you control your reactions in these situations?  Do you try to be patient or do you simply react and get very stressed?

Read James Chapter 5 v 7-12

1. What should we do, or not do, when we are suffering?  It might help to refer back to chapter 1.

2. What should we do, or not do, when others are suffering?

3. What examples does James give of the results of patience in suffering?
4. How can we take encouragement from the prophets?

5. What helps us to become more patient?

6. Why do you think James first says ‘Be patient’ and then shortly after that says ‘don’t grumble against each other’?

7. Read Romans 8 .18;  Romans 8.28  and 1 Peter 1. 3-9.   How might these scriptures help us to be patient in suffering?

8. What does God accomplish in Christians during times of suffering?

9. Why does James end this section with the admonition ‘do not swear’?
10. In summary then, what should we do when we find we are in a time of suffering?

NOW OR LATER

Remember our earlier teaching from James that we should not merely listen to the word but we should do what it says (James 1.23).  Ask God to work in you through His Holy Spirit so that you are able to be patient in times of suffering.
STUDY 10

FAITH AND PRAYER

JAMES CHAPTER 5

(Verses 13-20)

DISCUSSION

How do you feel when you pray for something and God does not answer in the way you wanted Him to, or in the way you expected?  Does this test your faith?  Do you feel you have not had enough faith?  What is the connection between prayer and faith?

Read James Chapter 5 verses 13-20

1. How many times does James mention prayer in this section?  When does James think we should pray?  When do you think we should pray?
2. When we pray for someone to be healed, why does it sometimes seem that our prayer is not answered?

3. What do you think James means in verse 15 by the ‘prayer offered in faith’?

4. What is the connection between confessing our sins and praying?

5. Read 1 Thessalonians 5.17.  What do you think Paul means by ‘pray continually’?  Do you find it easy to do this?

6. What do you think would be the result in your life and in the lives of others if you were able to ‘pray continually’?

7. Look at verses 19 and 20.  How easy is it to ‘turn a sinner from the error of his ways’?  Is there a connection with these verses and the earlier ones about prayer?
8. Read Colossians 1.9-12 and Philippians 1.9-11.  Do you ever pray like this for anyone?  Should we pray like this for each other?
9. What do you feel is the most important lesson you have learned from James?

10. Will this make any difference in your life?

NOW OR LATER
Ask God to make the study of the book of James worthwhile in your life.  Ask the Holy Spirit to ensure that you are not merely one who hears the word but that you also do what it says.  Ask the Lord Jesus to work with you and in you so that your faith increases and you are willing to live for Him during this short time on earth until you see Him ‘face to face’ (1 Corinthians 13.12) in glory!
