BIBLE STUDY FOR THE BOOK OF JOB
BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

Why does God allow suffering?  This question is asked so often by both Christians and non Christians and there is not an easy answer.  Job had a problem with innocent suffering, and we do too, because we know that God is love.  However, the book of Job does help us to understand some important principles surrounding this question of suffering.  There are also many other lessons to be learned from Job including God’s sovereignty; His right to do as He chooses; the need to trust Him even when we do not understand; and much more besides.  We can also learn from Job’s ‘friends’, in particular what not to say and do at such times!  Job calls them, ‘miserable comforters’ (Job 16.2) and the expression ‘don’t be a Job’s comforter’ is used by many today even if they do not read the Bible.  

Job is a particularly encouraging book when we are going through difficult times – but also when we are not!  All of us, at some time in our lives, will have trouble.  Jesus himself says, ‘in this world you will have trouble’ (John 16.33) so it is clear that becoming a Christian does not mean we will not have problems.  
As we saw when we studied James we can sometimes bring troubles and trials on ourselves because of our own behaviour or wrong choices.  Job’s ‘friends’ seemed to think that this had to be the reason for Job’s suffering.  However, sometimes trouble comes with no warning and not caused in any way by ourselves.  We can be walking with God and leading righteous and godly lives and yet still we may experience terrible trials.
In the case of Job we see a man whom God called ‘righteous’ so it is clear that the problems he experienced were not his own fault even though his friends seemed to think this was so.  His friends tried to explain his problems by using their own supposed wisdom and intelligence and by speaking about God, but Job finally came to acceptance and peace with God by speaking to God.  

Job was a man of faith but in the midst of his suffering his faith was sorely tested and he rebelled against God.  We hear of the patience of Job – and certainly he endured some very severe trials – but it was really God who showed patience as He listens to all Job’s anger and questions for chapter after chapter.  Eventually Job finds peace with God not in spite of his sufferings but because of them.
Things were going well for Job when suddenly, through no fault of his own, everything went wrong – very badly wrong.  Can we still trust God through such times? Can we still have an assurance that He loves us?  It is at such times that our faith is sorely tested.  Peter says, ‘these have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.’ (1 Peter 1.7)
Many believe that Job may well be one of the oldest stories in the Bible, perhaps dating back as far as 2000 BC.  However, the questions he asks and the lessons he learns are just as pertinent today as they were then.  We know the same God to whom Job was speaking and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit we will be able to learn more about Him as we study this book.
JOB – STUDY ONE - CHAPTER ONE – Job’s First Test
For most of us it is probably true to say that our faith grows far more in difficult times than it does when things are going well.  It is easy to forget God when everything is going well but it is when life is tough that we pray more and seek His presence.  This is not always so of course and Job was an exceptional man.  He was living a very prosperous life and yet he still feared God and shunned evil.  He also interceded for his family lest any of them should curse God, the very thing that Satan would love them to do.
God was rightly proud of Job but Satan thought that Job’s devotion was only because his life was prosperous and when the ‘benefits’ of believing were taken away then Job would no longer trust God.  This is sometimes a charge against believers today and sadly with some it proves to be true.  In the parable of the sower in Matthew 13 we see examples of those who fall away because the seed is not planted deep down in good soil.  It is said that untested faith is immature faith but none of us really welcomes the testing!
Job was not aware of what was going on between God and Satan.  In this book the original Hebrew refers to ‘the accuser’ rather than Satan and we know that Satan is always looking to accuse believers (Rev 12:10).  We do not understand much about the battle between good and evil but we do know that man’s soul is the battle ground.  One day we may understand the reason for our trials but for now we have to learn to trust God, irrespective of the circumstances.  Can we love God because of who He is, rather than just because of His gifts?  For many believers faith does not reduce the suffering but rather causes it.  Job honours God here even when his circumstances seemed to deny the goodness of God.
We can react with bitterness and anger when trouble comes or we can allow ourselves to be softened and our characters formed by it.  As Christians can we continue to believe that ‘all things work together for good’ (Romans 8.28) and that God has a good and perfect plan for our lives, even when it is not what we would choose for ourselves?  Non-Christians do not have this anchor but even so we often see good coming out of evil in their lives e.g when they are motivated to help others who have experienced similar difficulties and so on.

We need to develop a close relationship with God when times are good, by constant prayer and reading of the Bible so that we are able to stand when the test comes.

Ephesians 5 gives us further insight into the battle between God and Satan.  We know that God has already won the victory through Jesus and eventually Satan will be dealt with.  In the meantime however he is allowed a certain amount of freedom but even this is in accordance with God’s plans and purposes so that He can form us to be more like Jesus.

James tells us to ‘consider it pure joy’ when we have trials.  Why? Because God is using the trial to change us and to bless us.  1 Peter 1:7 is another example - giving the example of the refining fire being used to test and strengthen our faith and there are many other scriptures too which speak about our faith being put to the test.
JOB STUDY TWO – CHAPTER TWO – Job’s Second Test
Of course we do not know fully why God allowed this second test.  In the same way we do not fully understand why God allows testing in our own lives and the lives of those we love.  Sometimes though we do have a little understanding either at the time of the trial but more often at a later date.  We have already seen that Job was completely unaware of the conversation between God and Satan and he was also unaware that God held him in such high esteem.  So far, Satan has got absolutely nowhere with God or with Job which is why he now proposes a far greater test – to destroy Job’s health.

God knows though that Job will be able to stand this further test and we see that He is still in charge – see verse 6.  God also knows what He is going to do in Job’s life as a result of all he has to go through.  We will see at the end of the book that Job is brought into a deeper relationship with God and will have a much greater knowledge of God as well as being given far more than he ever had before.  So the recompense for Job will be both material and spiritual but of course he is completely unaware of this as he goes through this severe trial.

We learn from these first two chapters that Satan is a relentless foe and will constantly attack to try and tear us down.  We also see that God allows certain things but He is always in control and can even use Satan to accomplish His own plan and purpose in our lives.  God is the only one who can bring good out of evil and victory out of failure.  We can find comfort in 1 Cor 10:13 which assures us that God knows what we can stand and will not give us more than we can bear.
Job’s wife was a further test for Job.  Often those close to us can cause us suffering.  Job’s wife appeared to have lost her faith and wanted Job to do exactly as Satan had predicted.  There were two tests in these first two chapters – the first about the benefits of rejecting obedience to God and the second about the apparent uselessness of believing.  Job refused to sin by cursing God and the issue is whether our faith is founded on personal gain or if it can be lost by personal loss.  We can see similarities here with the temptations for Adam and Eve in early Genesis.

In verse 10 we see a marvellous justification for the reason God held Job in such high esteem.  Satan must have been very angry to hear Job say such a thing.  Already God has been proved right and Satan proved wrong and for the rest of the book we do not really hear anymore about Satan.  However, in the following chapters we will see that God still continues to use the trial to teach Job and his friends more about Himself. 

We need to make it a priority to deepen our relationship with God and allow the Holy Spirit to be free in our lives if we are to stand firm when trials come.  We can do this by constant prayer, reading the Bible and bringing God into every area of our lives.  If we know the Bible then God can use this to comfort us, strengthen us, guide us and help us – especially when trials come.  If we do not know the Bible then it is more difficult for the wisdom in it to be brought into our minds by the Holy Spirit with the conviction that it is from God.  

STUDY THREE – CHAPTER THREE – SUFFERING
We need to always be honest with God, not least because He knows us perfectly and already knows how we really feel!  There is no use in pretending!  However, we should also remember that our relationship with God will grow stronger and stronger if we develop the practice of always being honest with Him and pouring out our hearts to Him.  He loves to hear from us and it is as we speak with Him, and sometimes even ‘wrestle’ with Him, that He will draw us closer and our relationship with Him will develop.  We should try never to turn away and give Him the ‘silent treatment’ because if we do so we will lose the opportunity of learning more about Him which is always for our blessing.

Job asked many ‘why’ questions and we do too.  In some ways he is taking up the case of the thousands who suffer through no direct fault of their own – those born into suffering situations e.g. refugee camps and poor countries.  The question of innocent suffering is a huge one and asked by many people – Christians and non-Christians.
It is not wrong to ask God ‘why’ as long as we do not think that He owes us an answer.  He is God and He is sovereign and has no obligation to explain everything to us.  Even if He did there is much we would still not understand because of our limited intellect.  As a parent cannot explain everything to the child so it is with God as our Father.  Sometimes in His love and mercy God does explain a little that we are able to understand but it is only as we grow in our knowledge of Him and as our relationship deepens that we begin to understand more than we did before.  Only when we are with Him eternally will we fully understand and in the meantime we have to have faith and trust in His love and His goodness.

Job was pouring out his heart both to his friends and to God but it was only God who could have answered his questions properly.  Job cursed the day he was born but he is careful not to curse God which was the very thing Satan wanted him to do.  We may not always like or understand what God is doing in our lives but still we can trust in His love and His goodness.

In this early part of the story of Job we can see that his friends did care for him and were willing to travel to be with him and sit with him in the ash heap.  Probably they helped more at this stage by being silent and just ‘being there’ for him than they did in all the words they spoke in later chapters.  Sometimes the best thing we can do for someone who is suffering is not necessarily to say anything at all, but just to be there for them and listen to their complaint.

Job’s biggest complaint seems to be his lack of peace, quietness and rest (v26) and often when we are going through trials the greatest test of all is when we cannot find rest and peace for our souls in closeness to God.

There are other examples in Scripture of those who pour their heart out to God.  We can see similarities with Jeremiah e.g. in ch 20:14-18 and in Lamentations.  Other examples are the Psalms and Isaiah.  Abraham and Moses wrestled with God about what He was intending to do.  We can see then that such conversations with God are the mark of those who are close to Him and not, as we might think, signs of unbelief or a lack of faith and trust.    

STUDY FOUR – ELIPHAZ
Instead of letting Job have his own experience and feelings Eliphaz tries to ‘moralize’.  His view is that sinners suffer therefore Job must have sinned badly to have all this trouble come upon him.  It is not comforting or helpful to ‘point the finger’ at someone in trouble even if what we are saying is true.  Eliphaz obviously had plenty of theology on which to lean but he seemed to be lacking in love and sympathy.  He seemed to be trying to shame Job into silence rather than comfort him in his trouble.  We are reminded of 1 Corinthians 13:2 –‘if I have all knowledge……but have not love I am nothing’.

Although Job was replying after his friend had spoken he was really speaking to God and continuing to pour out his complaint to Him.  God’s silence was causing him to go deeper in ‘prayer’ and ultimately we will see he will be blessed because of this.
As Eliphaz continues to speak with Job throughout the book we find he becomes more aggressive and angry in order to try and get Job to listen to him – even to the point of saying later what is clearly not true about Job.  He feels he has all the answers and is infuriated with Job for not listening to him.  We need to take care when we are speaking with friends who are in trouble not to even think we have all the answers because this will become apparent to our friend and be a real discouragement.  Each person needs to work out their situation and problems with God on a very personal level and as we have already said, sometimes the less we say the better!

Poor Job feels that his friends have become his enemies because instead of helping him they are attacking him.  He feels that God is attacking him and not hearing his complaint.  He longs to be able to have a one to one conversation with God so that he can get answers for all his questions but God is, for the moment, remaining silent and hidden.

Job feels his prayer is pure perhaps because he is being totally honest with God and he is unaware of any sin that has caused all this trouble to come upon him.  In spite of all he is going through and his discouragement at being unable to ‘find’ God he can still find some comfort from the fact that God knows him.  We see that in spite of everything he is still trusting God, (ch 23:10) ‘when he has tested me I shall come forth as gold’.  God is still being vindicated in His approval of Job and Satan is still being shown to be wrong in his assumption that Job will turn away from God.
It should be a real comfort to us when we feel that God is distant from us that He knows us and will never leave us.  In spite of how we feel we can cling to His promise that, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you’.  Psalm 139 is real comfort at such times.  Sometimes God is silent in order to help us to persevere in prayer and to deepen in our desire to know Him.  God’s silence caused Job to begin to know more about himself and more about God and then eventually, when the time was right, we will see that God revealed Himself to Job in a wonderful way.

STUDY FIVE – BILDAD
Bildad thought that Job’s suffering was his own fault and because of Job’s guilt.  We know this was not the case and even if it was it is not very encouraging to be told ‘your words are a blustering wind’ (8:2)!  Job had poured out his grief and wanted sympathy but he did not find this in Bildad!

Bildad was so concerned about defending the justice of God that he forgot about the needs of his friend.  We can sometimes say things that are right about God but if we say them at the wrong time and in the wrong way they can do more harm than good.  This is particularly so if we do not speak in love and sympathy with the one who is going through the trial, for whatever reason.

Bildad focussed on God’s justice but forgot about His love and His mercy and His compassion. Bildad preached a sermon on the justice of God and whilst his theology was correct – God is just – his application was wrong in this situation.  We have less excuse than Bildad for making this mistake, because we know that God’s justice and His love were demonstrated and reconciled on the cross.

Job’s plea in chapter 9:32-35 has been answered in the coming of Jesus.  A mediator has been provided between God and man so that even though we are sinners we can be justified in the sight of God because of the death of Jesus on the cross.  Jesus died on the cross for the sins of Job as well as our sins – “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:2
Fear is a normal human emotion and there is nothing wrong with that as it is often used to keep us safe from danger.  Fear of death and/or judgment is often a real and legitimate motive for putting our trust and faith in the Lord Jesus.  Jesus himself says in Matt 10:28 ‘fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell’.  Jesus preached a message of love but also a message of judgment.
However, Bildad made two mistakes when he tried to use fear and the horror of death on Job.  First of all, Job was already a believer and secondly he seemed to have a wrong motive for there did not appear to be any love in his heart towards Job.

We need to have a right fear of God and reverence towards Him but because we know His love for us we do not need to have a slavish fear of Him in the sense of being terrified.  Bildad’s speech in Job 25 is the shortest in the book and focuses on God’s power and justice.  It is interesting to see how Job’s friends speak so knowingly about God but we shall see that, at the end of the book, God revealed that they didn’t know what they were talking about!  Perhaps we should be careful that sometimes it may be those who say the most about God who know the least about Him!

There is an important lesson to learn from Bildad which is that we can say right things about God to others, but if we do not have love in our heart towards them then we could cause a lot of damage.  People who are hurting, for whatever reason, need love and can quickly spot insincerity.  We need therefore to constantly ask God to give us love for others because we cannot manufacture it ourselves.  It is only when we allow the Holy Spirit to work in us that we can show genuine love to others and thus know the right things to say, in the right way and at the right time.
STUDY SIX - ZOPHAR 
Zophar had a firm, but wrong, conviction that if anyone served God wholeheartedly and did not sin then they would not have trouble. Whilst much of what he says about ‘the wicked’ is right, it is linked wrongly to Job’s predicament.  The last thing Job wanted to hear as he sat on the ash heap in misery was someone telling him it was all his own fault!  Job knew that bad things happen to righteous people as well as wicked people so these words of Zophar were not really of any help to him whatsoever.  We know from our own experience that trouble comes to Christians and to non-Christians.  John chapter 9 also makes clear that when we are suffering (the man born blind) it is not necessarily as a result of our sin.  
We learned from our study of James that there can be different kinds of trouble for the Christian and some of this can be as a result of our own behaviour or sin.  However, we also have troubles and suffering simply because we are human and there is also the trouble which arises because we are Christians.  Zophar was therefore quite wrong to emphasise the connection between sin and suffering to Job who was clearly a righteous man.

We can learn from Job 13:5 that sometimes the greatest wisdom is displayed by being silent!  We do not know all the answers!  Job 13:15 is a well known quote and is a tremendous expression faith.  “Job did not understand the Lord’s reasons, but he continued to confide in His goodness.” (C.H.Spurgeon).  Oh to have faith like that!  Once again God is proved right in his assessment of Job as we see Job continuing to trust God in spite of everything.

The basis of Job’s complaint here was that he could see the wicked prospering and those who wanted nothing to do with God being able to live comfortable and prosperous lives.  Even so, he says he wants nothing to do with them.  His complaint against God is that such people are prospering while he, who does acknowledge God, is suffering.  How often we see the same thing today!  The Psalmist had the same dilemma – “this is what the wicked are like – always carefree, they increase in wealth’ – Psalm 73:12.  However, later the Psalmist says ‘when I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.”

As the discussions continue we can see that we are getting closer to the crux of the matter and the point at which the book began.  What gain is there in serving God?  If the righteous and the unrighteous both have blessings (rain and sunshine etc Matthew 5:45) and both have suffering then why serve God?  Satan said that Job only served God for profit and because all was going well.  He said that if things went wrong for Job he would turn away from God.  However, God knew His man and was shown to be right and Satan wrong.  The test for us is, can we still have faith in God and in His goodness even when things are not going well?  Job was a wonderful man and did not have the benefits we have today.  He is one of the few who God calls righteous.  Today we can look at the cross of Jesus and know that if He loved us enough to die for us then that love can be trusted to always do the best for us – even if we do not understand sometimes what is going on.  We also have the gift of the Holy Spirit who is a witness within us to the goodness and the love of God so that we can find the strength to continue to trust God even in the bad times.
STUDY 7 - ELIHU
In order to encourage others we need to seek to see things through their eyes.  We also need to be humble enough to realise there might be other points of view.  Job’s three friends seemed to have quite a narrow experience of life and they were extremely dogmatic in their assumptions.  What should have been an encouraging discussion among friends became quite a heated debate at times.  When Job was going through so much, it was not the time for heated debate – even if the friends had been right, and they clearly were not. They said many false things about Job and assumed they knew the reasons for his suffering.

Elihu had listened throughout to all this and it seems that one reason he waited so long to speak was that he was younger than the other three.  However, we can imagine that as he heard what was said he became more and more agitated until he could contain himself no longer.  Sometimes the young ones are wiser than those who are older!

Elihu gave a very long speech – six chapters in all!  During this speech he was explaining the character of God and applying this to Job’s situation.  Whilst some of what he said was similar to the others, his purpose was different.  He was not trying to prove that Job was a sinner and somehow all his trouble was his own fault!  He was trying to show both Job and his friends that their view of God was wrong.  Elihu was explaining that God sends suffering not necessarily as a result of our sin but to keep us from sinning and to make us better persons.  We can see confirmation of this in the New Testament see 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 and Hebrews 12:1-11. 
If you read the entire speech you will see that Elihu stressed many things and seemed to have a right view of God which Job’s friends did not.  Some important points are as follows; 1.  God is gracious (Job 33:24); 2.  God is just (Job 34:10-12); 3.  God is great (Job 36:26).
We do need to say what is right about God but at the same time if we do not have love for those to whom we speak it will not achieve much at all – 1 Corinthians 13:2.  We know that God is just but at the moment not everyone recognises God as their Saviour and Lord and therefore may not be concerned about justice.  Even those who do recognise God and are concerned about justice are weak and sinful and therefore the world is full of injustice. We know that ‘each of us has turned to his own way’ (Isaiah 53:6).  As Christians we look forward to the day when justice will rule and ‘every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord’.
It is a comfort to know that God is in control of our lives and that in everything He is working for the good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28). However, the very fact that we are not in control can be a source of great stress to us unless we are willing to submit to God and trust Him for everything.

It is interesting to see that Elihu paves the way for God to speak and it is possible that while he was speaking an actual storm was brewing because when he finished the storm broke and God was in the storm.  He ends his speech reminding us that even though we cannot ever fully understand God we do know that he does not afflict men without purpose.  There is a purpose and a reason for suffering even if we do not understand it.  We have to learn to trust God even when we do not understand.

STUDY 8 – THE LORD SPEAKS

Job had complained that he wanted to meet God face to face and argue things out with Him but when God did show up He asked a series of questions which Job had no hope of answering.  The answer to Job’s questions and problems was not an explanation about God which his friends had been trying to give him but a revelation of God.  When Job finally met with God he found that he had nothing to say – there was nothing he could say in answer to all that God was asking.  “I had a million questions to ask God; but when I met Him, they all fled my mind; and it didn’t seem to matter.” (Christopher Morley).

Francis Andersen comments on the aim of the Lord’s speeches like this: “Their aim is not to crush Job with an awareness of his minuteness contrasted with the limitless power of God, not to mock him when he puts his tiny mind beside God’s vast intellect.  On the contrary, the mere fact that God converses with him gives him a dignity above all the birds and beasts, assuring him that it is a splendid thing to be man.”

God’s answer to Job and to us is not a theory or proposition – it is Himself.  He invites us into a personal relationship with Him, through the person and work of the Lord Jesus.  Questions can be more important than answers sometimes because we need to be humbled in the presence of God and learn to submit to Him and to His will.  We do not know everything and we cannot know everything.  God is so far above us that there will always be more questions than answers (Isaiah 55:8-9).
God’s enjoyment of His own creation comes through in His speeches and it is interesting to see that the creation is not just for man’s enjoyment but that God also takes pleasure in it.
We might prefer God to speak to us in the sunshine but often He speaks in the storms in our lives.  Other examples of God speaking in the storm are when He spoke to Israel on Mount Sinai (Ex 19:16-19 and Heb 12:18) and to Elijah (1 Kings 19:8-11).  Experiencing the greatness and majesty of God can humble us in a way that other things may not and in this instance the demonstration of God’s power helped to ensure that Job was ready to accept the message God had for him.  Job realised his own inadequacy and inability to meet God as an equal and defend his cause – even though he had been asking for this.  Job’s only response could be ‘I am unworthy – how can I reply to You?’

However, it seems that although Job was silent he was not yet submissive or repentant.  He knew he could not reply but God still had work to do in Him – often just like us!  We can thank God that He does not give up on us or only partly complete His work but He always sees it through to the right conclusion – “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6
We will see in the next study that God had more work to do in Job and finally Job comes to the place of repentance and submission before Him, acknowledging that whatever God does is right and man has no right to question it.

STUDY 9 – EPILOGUE
“There is a rebuke in this book for any person who, by complaining about particular events in his life, he could propose to God better ways of running the universe than those God currently uses.” – Francis Andersen

We are probably all guilty of thinking at times that we know better than God what should be done in our own lives and in the lives of others too.  Repentance means literally ‘a change of mind’ and causes us to say yes to God and no to ourselves – to accept God’s way rather than our own way.  Throughout the book we see that Job refuses, quite rightly, to bow to the pressure of his friends and ‘confess’ or ‘repent’ of sins of which he is not guilty.  He was a righteous man and was called righteous by God himself.  He repents eventually of something more fundamental – thinking that he knows better than God; pretending he can think like God and of trying to ‘play’ God.

Although Job realised his unworthiness when God first spoke he still had to come to true and full repentance which was why God, in his grace, continued to speak to him.  Finally Job does repent ‘in dust and ashes’ – perhaps an indication of the depth of his repentance.  Ashes were used to indicate deep grief and we are made of dust – perhaps an acknowledgement of the fact that he is a mere man before a mighty God.
There is a difference between healthy and holy repentance and an unhelpful introspection which leads to self-disgust.  We need to recognise the dignity that we have as being created in the image of God and yet have the humility of knowing that we are only creatures and God is God.  The fact that God was speaking with Job gave him a tremendous dignity whilst at the same time causing him to repent of his pride in thinking he knew better than God.
We now learn God’s view of Job and of his three friends.  Job’s friends spoke about God whilst Job spoke to God. We need to beware of having the right theology or the right knowledge in our heads which never reaches our hearts.  Job was commended because although he complained and argued and wrestled with God he never gave up his faith.  He had a real desire for a personal meeting with God and in the end God granted him that desire.  His friends spoke about God and often said right things about God but it seemed to be without love and without knowing God personally.  Just as the Pharisees often said right things, they had no love for those who were suffering and Jesus was similarly angry with them.

Job now prays for his friends and shows them by example the very thing they should have been doing for him!  We see no bitterness towards his friends as he prays for them and God answers his prayer.  He is no longer arguing with God and has accepted that what God does is always right – even if he, Job, does not understand it.  He is still unaware of the reason for his suffering but he accepts that God does not have to explain what He does and is willing to submit.  He now has a personal relationship with God and went on to enjoy tremendous blessing for the rest of his life.  Job came to know God in a way he would never have done if he had not gone through such an experience.
 STUDY 10 - CONCLUSIONS
There are many lessons to be learned from Job.  He was an amazing man and one of the few in the Bible who are called ‘righteous’.  Yet, in spite of this, he had to endure the most terrible suffering.  This is a very valuable book on the subject of suffering and shows that there are times when we do not know and cannot understand why certain people suffer as they do.  Job never knew about the battle going on between God and Satan and we do not know what God is working out through suffering.
Sometimes of course we bring suffering on ourselves because of our behaviour or our sin but often this is not the case.  It is those in the latter category to whom this book speaks great comfort.  Suffering is seen almost as a privilege and a sign of God’s love and esteem rather than as a punishment or even chastisement.  God was vindicated in his evaluation of Job and Satan was defeated.  Job showed that it was indeed possible to continue to have faith in God irrespective of the circumstances.  Yes he was angry and rebellious, yes he argued and contended with God but he never lost his faith.

It has been said that if we only have faith in God when times are good then we hardly have faith at all.  If our faith is never tested we will never know how firm it is and yet we can take comfort in the fact that God knows us so well and will never put us through any trial for which we are unequal.

Two things are quite clear from the book of Job.  The first is that good people do suffer and it need not be as a result of sin.  The second is that we will never fully understand God’s ways and should not expect to do so.  God is God and has a right to do as He pleases without explanation.  In His love and in His mercy he does sometimes give us wisdom to see why things are happening in order that we can learn from them.  However, He is not obliged to do so and if He does not then we know that we can still trust in His love.  “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” Romans 8:31

Another crucial lesson in the book is that of repentance.  Without coming to a clear and deep repentance before God we will miss out on the reality of a personal relationship with Him.  It is not just the sins we commit that should cause us to repent but we need also to repent about the pride within, which thinks it knows better than God. 
The importance of knowing how to help others who are suffering is another lesson from this book.  Those who are suffering do not need lectures on God and the causes of suffering, they need love and compassion and prayer.

Prayer is shown to be of the utmost importance in the last chapter as the Lord accepts Job’s friends as a result of his prayer.

Finally, there are some amazing verses in the book of Job and only some of these are printed on the appendix for discussion.  During 10 short Bible studies it is impossible to fully explore all that Job has to offer but the group should be encouraged to delve deeper into this book in their own time if possible.
