JOB – STUDY 1
CHAPTER 1

Discussion

When do you think your faith is strongest – when times are easy or when times are hard?  Discuss why this may be.

Read Job Chapter 1

1. What was God’s evaluation of Job and what did Satan think of Job?

2. Do you think Job was aware of God’s approval?  Was he aware of the devil?

3. The book of Job was written a long time ago.  How can we learn from the conversation between God and Satan so that it helps us now in our own lives.

4. Different people react in different ways when hardship/disaster strikes.  What are these different reactions?

5. How would you react if all these things (verses 13-19) happened to you?
6. How did Job react?

7. As Christians do we/should we look at hardship differently to non-Christians?  Explain how/why.

8. Job received all this terrible news and he ‘fell to the ground in worship’.  What would help us to hold on to our faith when trouble comes?

9. Read Ephesians 6 v 10-18.  How does this scripture help us stand firm in troubled times?

10. Can you think of other Scriptures which might also help when we have severe problems and trials in our lives.

Don’t forget to pray!

Ask God for wisdom and understanding as we study the book of Job so that we can learn how to apply it to our own lives.

JOB – STUDY 2

CHAPTER 2

Discussion
We will see in this next chapter that Job loses everything.  Have you ever been overwhelmed by things that were happening in your life?  Were you tempted to doubt the goodness of God or, if not, what kept you from doubting?

Read Job chapter 2

1. Why do you think God allowed this second test?

2. How do we see in this chapter that God is still in charge in spite of all Job’s problems?

3. What do we learn about Satan from these first two chapters of Job?

4. Read 1 Corinthians 10:13.  How does this relate to this passage?  Does it help you to have confidence about the future?

5. How do you feel about Job’s wife and the way she spoke to him?  Why would this attack be dangerous to Job’s faith?

6. How do you respond if you are challenged about your faith by someone who is very close to you?  

7. Do you agree with what Job says in verse 10?  How do you feel about accepting trouble from God?

8. What would help us to ‘accept trouble’?

9. Do you think Job’s friends helped him in this chapter?

10. How important are our friends when disaster strikes?

Don’t forget to pray

“Is God so good he can be loved for Himself, not just for his gifts?  Can a man hold on to God when there are no ‘benefits’ attached?” (Andersen)  Job’s words show that at this stage he was prepared to do this.  He was an extraordinary man and already we see God being proved right in His evaluation of Job and Satan proved wrong.  We are in a more privileged position than Job and yet he had far more faith than most of us!  Job lived in the time before Jesus came and died on the cross and rose again and before the Holy Spirit came to dwell in us.  Ask God for a faith that wants to love and serve God because of who He is rather than because circumstances are good or bad. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you trust God in every circumstance and to live a life which is pleasing to Him.
JOB – STUDY 3
CHAPTER 3
Discussion

Have you ever felt angry with God because of what was/is happening in your life?  Did you speak to Him about this, or speak to your friends or just keep it silently inside?

Read Job Chapter 3

1. “The difference between believers and unbelievers is that while the former do so on speaking terms with the Lord, the latter do so by turning their backs and giving him the silent treatment.”  (Mike Mason)  Why should we always be honest with God about how we feel?

2. When you are in trouble do you find it easier to talk to God or your friends?  Why?

3. How many ‘why’ questions did Job ask in this chapter?

4. Is it wrong to ask ‘why’ when trouble comes?

5. Who do you think Job expected to answer him? Who was the only person who was able to answer properly?

6. Job curses the day he was born but he does not curse God.  What is the difference?

7. Read Jeremiah 20:14-18.  Can you see any similarities with this chapter of Job?
8. What do you think is Job’s greatest complaint or issue in this chapter?

9. How can you encourage or help someone who says they wish they had never been born?

10. Job pours his heart out to God in this chapter.  Can you think of any other examples in the Scriptures where other people do this?
Don’t forget to pray
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to be completely honest with God.  As a child with his/her parent, learn to pour out your heart to God at all times – whether you are happy or sad; in the good times and the bad.  It is good to speak with friends but remember to speak to God first!
JOB - STUDY 4 - ELIPHAZ
CHAPTERS 4, 5, 15, 16 and 21

Discussion
Can you think of a time when you were in trouble or going through trial/s and really helped by a friend?  What was it that he/she said or did that really helped you?

Read the following sections of Job.  There are a lot of scriptures to cover.  These all relate to an ongoing conversation between Eliphaz and Job.  It may be easier to choose two people from the group – one to represent Eliphaz and one to represent Job so that there is no confusion over which person is speaking.

Read Job (Eliphaz speaking) ch 4:1-9 and ch 5:8-18; (Job replying) ch 6:14-17 and ch 7:17-21
1. Why does Eliphaz think Job is suffering?

2. Is what Eliphaz says in chapter 4 verses 5 & 6 helpful?

3. Does Job find what Eliphaz is saying helpful or comforting?
4. Who do you think Job is speaking to in chapter 7 verses 17-21?

Read Job (Eliphaz speaking) ch 15 v1-13 and (Job speaking) ch 16 v 1-17

5. Can you see any change in the way Eliphaz now speaks to Job in this later chapter?

6. Why does Job now feel that both God and his friends have become his enemies?

7. Why do you think Job says that his ‘prayer is pure’ (verse 17)?

Read Job (Eliphaz speaking) ch 22:4-11 and (Job speaking) ch 23:1-10

8. Eliphaz is now saying things about Job which are clearly untrue as we are told at the beginning of the book that Job was a righteous man.  Why do you think Eliphaz feels he has to do this?

9. While Job does not yet know God (in the sense of having a personal experience of His presence) he knows that God knows him.  Why is this such a comfort to Job and can also be such a comfort to us?

10. Why do you think that people sometimes seem to find God unresponsive even if they say they are seeking Him with all their heart?

Don’t forget to pray
Ask God to show you how to be a true friend if\when someone you know is in trouble.
JOB – STUDY 5 – BILDAD
CHAPTERS 8, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25-31

Discussion

Have you ever experienced a withering or judgmental attitude from someone when you are going through a very severe trial?  If so, how did it make you feel?  Or, if not, can you imagine how you would feel if this happened?
There are several scriptures to cover in this study.  It might be helpful if you ask two different people to represent Bildad and Job in the readings.

Read Job chapter 8:1-6 (Bildad) and ch 9:32-35 (Job)

1. Why did Bildad think that Job was suffering?

2. What do you think may have been the reason for Bildad’s attitude to Job?

3. Bildad focussed only on God’s justice.  What is wrong with this approach and what does it overlook about God?

4. How has Job’s plea in ch 9:32-35 been answered in Jesus?

Read ch 18:1-5 and v21 (Bildad) and ch 19:1-6 (Job)

5. Bildad was using sarcasm and fear to try and ‘help’ Job.  Can fear be effective to help others?

6. What is the difference between the fear or reverence we should have for God in His almighty power and the fear that Bildad was trying to provoke in Job?
Read ch 25 v 1-6 (Bildad) and ch 26 v 1-4 and ch 27 v 1-6 (Job)

7. Bildad focuses here again on God’s power and justice but do you think he really knew God?

8. Have you ever felt like responding with sarcasm as Job did in ch 26:1-4 to someone who was offering you advice?  Why was this?

9. Job said (ch 27) that he didn’t think God had treated him fairly.  Do you ever feel that?

10. Can we sometimes be guilty of saying right things in a wrong way or with a wrong motive?  If so how can we try to avoid this?

Don’t forget to pray!
Father God help us to have sincere love for others so that when they need help we are able to help in a right way.  Give us wisdom to know when to speak and when to be silent!
JOB – STUDY 6 – ZOPHAR

CHAPTERS 11, 12, 13, 14, 20 AND 21
Discussion

“How rarely we weigh our neighbour in the same balance in which we weigh ourselves” is a quote from Thomas A Kempis.  Do you feel that you use the same balance for yourselves and others?  Why/why not?

Read Job Chapter 11:13-20 and chapter 20:4-7 and v28-29
1. We see from these verses that Zophar is now trying to ‘help’ Job.  How would you feel if this message from Zophar was preached to you?

2. Zophar and his friends all operate on the assumption that sin produces suffering and that suffering therefore proves sin.  What is wrong with this assumption?

Read Job Chapter 13:5 and v15; 

3. What important lesson can we learn from verse 5?

4. What can we learn about Job from verse 15 that shows how wrong Satan was in his summing up of Job in the early chapters of this book?

Read Chapter 21:7-16
5. What is the basis of Job’s complaint in this section we have just read?

6. How do you feel about the fact that people who do not know or fear God seem to prosper?

7. Look at Matthew 5:45 – how do you think Zophar would respond to this? And how would Job respond?
8. How would you respond to the question in verse 15 if someone asked you this?
9. As the discussions continue in this book Job is moving away from considering his own experience of unjust suffering to a more general question, which is why there seems to be no correlation between doing good and being rewarded and doing evil and being punished.  Have you/do you think like Job and if so what have been the results of your deliberations?

10. How can we help others to find answers to questions about the goodness of God?
Don’t forget to pray

It has been said that a good prayer to pray each day may be ‘Lord help me today not to add to anybody’s burdens.’  Perhaps that should be our prayer too?!
JOB – STUDY 7 – ELIHU
CHAPTERS 32 – 37

Discussion

We have been studying the suffering of Job and the response from his three friends.  Think about all you have learned so far and discuss how Job’s three friends actually made the situation worse for Job rather than better.  Do you think their intentions were good/bad?  Were they just careless?  Why do you think this happened?

At the end of chapter 31 we read ‘the words of Job are ended’.  He has finally exhausted all that he wants to say.  We now move on to Elihu from whom nothing has been heard up to this point.  Bible scholars have different views on Elihu but he does add something to the ongoing discussion and his speeches form a transition from Job to where God finally comes onto the scene and speaks.  You will see a difference between Elihu and the previous three friends of Job and if you have time at home it would be good to read the complete chapters from 32-37.  Job does not reply to Elihu and God does not mention him when He speaks of Job’s three friends.  For the purposes of this study we can only look at some parts of Elihu’s speeches.

Read Job chapter 32:1–9 and v 18-20;  ch 33:23-28; ch 34:10-15; ch 36: 22-33
1. Why had Elihu waited so long before he spoke?  Why was he bursting to speak (ch 32 v19)?

2. Are you ever bursting to speak but you wait before doing so?  If so, what reasons do you have for waiting?

3. Have you ever been helped by someone younger?  How did you feel about this?  Have you ever tried to help someone older than you?  Was this easy or difficult?  Discuss any experiences you may have had within the group.

4. In the passages we have read, what is Elihu trying to say about God?  Why does he feel he must justify God?  Do you ever feel like this?

5. Elihu was concerned to show God’s justice.  How do we reconcile the truth that God is just with the fact that this world is full of injustice?

6. Elihu speaks about God’s greatness in terms of the creation and the way He controls it.  What aspects of creation speak to you about God’s greatness?  Why?

7. Elihu stresses that God is in control, not us.  How can this be a comfort as well as a stress factor when we are suffering?

8. How do you think you would have reacted to all that Job has been saying in this book?  

9. We have covered 37 chapters and still God has not spoken into the situation.  How do you react during times in your life when God appears to be silent?

10. How can you help others at such times? 
Don’t forget to pray
Father God, help us to cling onto your promises when times are difficult and you seem far away.  Help us to remember that you have said ‘never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’ (Hebrews 13.5).
JOB – STUDY 8 – THE LORD SPEAKS
CHAPTERS 38 – 41
Discussion
We will see in this study that God shows up at last!  Share an experience you have had of being surprised by God.  What life experiences have caused you to worship God?

Read chapter 38 and ch 40:1-14

1. Is there a common theme in all the questions that God asks in these chapters?
2. Why do you think it may be more important sometimes in our spiritual journey to have more questions rather than answers?

3. Why does God remind Job about things he cannot do rather than things he can do?

4. What effect will this have on Job?
5. How does Job respond?

6. Why does God then continue to speak to Job?

7. Why do we complain against God either in our speech or in our thoughts?  Or, if you never do complain against God then what prevents you from doing so?

8. In what ways do God’s questions address Job’s questions?

9. How do you feel as you read these words that the Lord said to Job?

10. Do you ever try to ‘control’ God?  What would help us to learn not to try to do this?
Don’t forget to pray
Oh Father God, teach us how we can increase in our knowledge of you.  Help us to worship you for all that you are and not just for all that you do for us.
JOB - STUDY 9 - EPILOGUE
CHAPTER 42

Discussion

Without intending to do so, Job has been condemning God and justifying himself (40:8).  Are we sometimes inclined to do the same thing?  Why/why not?  We will see in this next chapter that Job is brought to real repentance.  What does the word repentance mean to you?
Read Job chapter 42

1. What was the result of God continuing to speak to Job even after Job had come to the point of saying ‘I am unworthy’?  See chapter 40:3-6

2. What do you think Job means in verse 6 when he says he repents in ‘dust and ashes’?

3. It has been said that repentance is not joyless self-hatred but a blessed God discovery.  How can we ensure that our repentance is healthy repentance and not unhealthy self-disgust?

4. What do we now learn about God’s evaluation of the different people in this story?

5. Why was God angry with Job’s three friends?

6. What does Job now do for his friends that they should have done for him?
7. How has Job’s attitude and relationship changed towards God as we come to the end of this story?

8. How do you think Job would now answer the question ‘why are you, (or why am I) suffering?’

9. Do you think Job’s three friends are changed as a result of this experience?

10. Why might Christians who are suffering find great encouragement in this book of Job?

Don’t forget to pray
Ask God to help you understand real repentance and that He will help you to deepen your faith and trust in Him.  Remember to pray for those who are suffering and ask God to show you how you can bless them and encourage them.
JOB – STUDY 10

CONCLUSIONS
Discussion
What do we/you get out of having faith?  Is it possible to love God and have faith in Him without expectation of reward in this life?  How do you feel when/if you hear others speaking about the ‘benefits’ of following Jesus such as wealth, health, amazing experiences, if you have not had such ‘benefit’?
Read the extract from Francis Andersen on the attached sheet – Appendix 1

1. If we reflect back to the beginning of the book of Job we should remember how it all started.  Satan said to God, ‘Does Job serve God for nothing?’  In other words, he thought that Job would only keep his faith in God while things were going well.  What have we learned now the story has come to an end?

2. Is it possible to love God and serve Him solely because of who He is, rather than for reward?

3. How has the book of Job helped you understand more about the big question of why people suffer?

4. Job is a wonderful book and there are many well-known verses found in it.  Some of these are printed on the attached sheet – appendix 1.  Consider each of these verses and discuss what they mean to you personally.  (If you are in a large group it may be easier to do this in small groups of three or four and take a couple of verses each.)

5. What is the most important thing you feel you have learned personally from studying the book of Job?

Don’t forget to pray

Father God, help us to trust you even when we cannot understand what is going on.  Help us to continue to walk by faith, knowing that you will reveal your purpose at the right time.  We ask that your Holy Spirit will spread your love in our hearts so that, whatever happens, we never doubt your love for us.  Help us to live for you and to serve you while we are here on earth and to have joy in our hearts as we wait for the day when we will see Jesus face to face and be with you forever!  Hallelujah!  

STUDY 10 – JOB – A MEDITATION

APPENDIX 1

Quote from Francis Andersen:

“It is one of the many excellences of the book that Job is brought to contentment without ever knowing all the facts of his case.  In view of the way in which Satan brought up the matter, something had to be done to rescue Job from his slander.  And the test would only work if Job did not know what it was for.  God thrusts Job into an experience of dereliction to make it possible for Job to enter into a life of naked faith, to learn to love God for Himself alone.  God does not seem to give this privilege to many people, for they pay a terrible price of suffering for their discoveries.  But part of the discovery is to see the suffering itself as one of God’s most precious gifts.  To withhold the full story from Job even after the test is over, keeps him walking by faith, not by sight.  He does not say in the end, ‘Now I see it all’.  He never sees it all.  He sees God (42:5).  Perhaps it is better if God never tells any of us the whole of our life story.”
Well-known verses from Job (NIV):

1:20
  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.

7:17
What is man that you make so much of him, that you give him so much attention….?
9:2 
But how can a mortal be righteous before God?

9:33
If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both.

13:15
Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him;

14:1
Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.  He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure.

19:25
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

23:10
But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me I shall come forth as gold.

42:2
I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.

42:5
My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.  Therefore I

despise myself and repent in dust and ashes. 
