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M Past, Present and Future

Past History, Present Opportunities, Future Hopes
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Parish population 14,400
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@ What was happening in 1866

Queen Victoria was on
the throne

HG Wells and Beatrix
Potter were born.

The Royal Navy was the
most powerful in the
world, prompting the
expansion of Chatham
Dockyard.
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St Mark’s Vicars — The first 100 years

Alfred Willis 1862 -1872 10
Richard Morris 1872 -1917 45
Harry Hamilton-Taylor 1918 -1933 15
Levi Howland 1934 -1948 14
James Dawson-Bowling 1948 - 1952 4
Frederick Gadd 1952 - 1957

At 45 years, Richard Morris was the longest
serving incumbent
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St Mark’s Vicars — The last 50 Years

T e
John Collins 1957 -1971 14
James Tabern 1972 - 1979 7
Thomas Collett-White 1979-1990 11
Colin Buchanan 1991 - 1996 5
John Saunders 1997 - 2008 11
Peter Guinness 2010 - 2014 5

Saju Muthalaly 2015 -
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@ New Brompton 1800s

New Brompton was built
to serve the Dockyard. As
it expanded the need for
labourers grew and more
houses were built.

St Mark’s Church site before
the church was built
surrounded by terraced houses

Dockyard Main Gate for dockyard workers.
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'ﬁﬁ{ Early Beginnings 1857

With no church
representation in the New
Brompton area, some leading
citizens held a series of
meetings in the Monarch
Public House.

They lobbied for a clergyman
and a curate was allocated by
Gillingham Parish Church.

Services started at the
Institute in Britton Street in
August 1857.

Monarch Public House
Arden Street
‘First’ St Mark’s congregation.
Pub closed in 2010.
Building remains today.
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ﬁﬁ{ First vicar appointed

In December 1861, Alfred
Willis was appointed as the
first vicar of St Mark’s.

Although of Anglo Catholic
tradition he had evangelistic
zeal to proclaim the good
news of Christ.

In May 1862 a wooden
building was opened as a

school and temporary The Rev Alfred Willis
church.
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ﬁﬁ{ The Foundation Stone 1864

St Marl’s site was To the Glory of our
purchased for £237 Lord Jesus and in

ke LG .work memory of St Mark,
commenced in 1864 i
the Evangelist.

at an estimated cost
of £8,000 including

the tower and spire. “In the Faith of Jesus Christ,
we lay the Foundation Stone,

The Foundation In the Name of God the

stone was laid by the Father, God the Son, and God

Lord Lieutenant of the Holy Ghost, Amen”.

Kent on the 4t

October 1864.
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| 1864 - 1866

St Mark’s was built by
James Wilkins and Son.
The architect was Mr Saint
Aubyn.

The final cost was £5,800.

JNew Brompton -
St. Mark's Church . '
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@f Consecration — 24 April 1866

CONSECRATION
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@ Consecration — 24 April 1866

With feelings of deepest gratitude to
Almighty God, who has put it into the
hearts of His servants to contribute
bountifully for the extension of the
Kingdom of His Dear Son, the
announcement is made that the
Church of S. Mark, New Brompton, is
now finished saving the Tower and
Spire, and will (D.V) be consecrated

on Tuesday, April 24t" 1866, the Eve
of S. Mark.

At 11.30 a.m.
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Richard Morris was St
Mark’s longest serving
Vicar from 1872 to 1917 -
1917 — a total of 45 years.
He was 76 years old when
he announced his
resignation and had not
had a holiday for four
years.

4@ The late 1800s

He was awarded Freedom
of the Borough by
Gillingham Town Council

Richard Morris
Longest serving Vicar
1872 - 1917
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@ St Mark’s School 1871

A new St Mark’s
School was build in
1871. In latter years it
was used as a Church
Hall. A number of well
known Christian bands
performed there in the
early 1970s.

Because of a
deteriorating
condition, it was
demolished in 1975.
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Taylor

Vicar 1918 -1933
(centre) with his two
curates

The early 1900s

Harry Hamilton-
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Wedding in 1948.
slate church roof.

James Dawson-Bowling
Vicar 1948 to 1952
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Children’s Church taken at Fredereck Gadd
Harvest 1954. The vicar is Vicar 195210 1957
Derek Gadd and his daughter
Jenny Collett-White is in the
photo.
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@ Holy Trinity Old Brompton 1950

The church of Holy Trinity
Old Brompton, which was
consecrated in 1849 and
seated over a thousand,
was closed in 1950 and the
parish amalgamated with
St Mark’s in 1955. Holy
Trinity was later
demolished. The last vicar
was Canon Selwyn
Gummer, the father of
Lord John Gummer.
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e @Guest Services started
 Family Services started
 Visit of Corrie ten Boom

 Simeon’s Hostel opened

 Holy Spirit fell in an extraordinary ay
* Electoral Roll exceeds 500

* Evangelistic Mission to Normanton

* Pastoral Elders appointed

* Church roof replaced
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In 1962, Simeon’s Hostel for
Ordinands opened in
Balmoral Road and ran for
eight years.

Over that time around 25
men lived and worked in the

parish in preparation for full Simeon’s Housemother

time ministry. Mrs MacDonald second
from left.

Three of the ordinands — John

Freeth, John Saunders and Standing is a young

Graham Cray subsequently Ernie Mann.

joined St Mark’s as clergy.
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0 The 1970s

John Collins leaves St
Mark’s after 14 years and
James Tabern appointed as
the new Vicar.

Jim Tabern preaching
from the pulpit
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Q] The 1970s

St Mark’s in the late 70s.

The man circled is Bill
Goodwin, who was
caretaker for many years.
He was quite a character
and was the rodent officer
for Gillingham.

Note the heating system —
large pipes running along
the centre aisle and blue
carpet.
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Family House parties were
common in the 1980s,
being held at Ashburnham
Place in Sussex, attended
by over 200 members of

the congregation.
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Above one of the
activities called ‘Hunt the
Spy’, with a few familiar
faces.
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@ Shrove Tuesday Party 1980s

The Shrove
Tuesday Party
was held for
many years when
the St Mark’s
staff would
entertain the
congregation in
the Vicarage Hall.

Included above is vicar Thomas-
Collett White, curate Jeremy
Crossley and Pastoral Assistant Bill
Bradford.
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'@J{ Church re-ordering

Major re-ordering of
the church took place in
1985, including removal
of the pews and
erection of the dias. No
services were cancelled
even in the winter
months

Full morning and
evening services while
work was being
carried out.
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St. Mark’s
Gillingham
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i (Giya 1045
| SUNDAY RN SERVCEF W
' TR THANKSGIVING
I samity coumunion B
5. 9 DEC RARERN 11 11107 Of tonnsie

A Service of Thanksgiving 630
(Holy Communion) 10 M AV DPEN
. j poroE AL V\CE
For the completion of v : SER
Phase 1 of the Building Project T ARCHOLACON Fxocsr

Preacher: The Bishop of Rochester

10.45am Sunday 9th December 1984

Thanksgiving Service with
the Bishop of Rochester
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The first baptism by
immersion in the installed
baptistery

And today
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The first televised service
from St Mark’s was
broadcast live by TVS on
15t December 1985. It
was viewed by millions.
The evangelist Daniel
Cozens preached.

ST. MARK'S e
GILLINGHAM o

Sunday 1st December at 10am

TELEVISED MORNING SERVICE

Speaker : Daniel Cozens

IMPORTANT
SEATS MUST BE TAKEN BY 9+15 AM

TICKET 1
NO. 181
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@ Coffee Shop 1989

St Mark’s Coffee Shop started
in 1989 and ran for 26 years
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'@ A Pride of Primates 1990s

Institution of Bishop Colin Buchanan in 1991 as
vicar of St Mark’s with the Archbishop of
Canterbury designate Bishop George Carey

Bishops gh‘ther‘fot-ih_e_ lndnctionotReVColinB nan
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0§ The1990s

5 it
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Above boat trip to celebrate
Colin Buchanan’s 60" birthday
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St Mark’s parish
boundaries have changed
a number of times over
the years.

At the end of the 1880s
when St Barnabas came

into being and St Luke’s in
1909.

The last change was in
1999 with the planting of
St Mary’s Island Church
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Gillingham St Mark

1 Diocese of
chester

SMI Church

Deanery of Gillingham

St Mark’s
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St Mary’s Island Church
started in January 2000
and became a Local
Ecumenical Partnership
in 2003. Itis now fully
Anglican under the

auspices of St Mark’s,
with it’s own District
Council.
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St Mark’s has always supported
mission here in the UK and to
the ends of the earth.

The first missionary
to be sent out was
Alfred Willis, the
first vicar of

St Mark’s, when

he became Bishop
of Honolulu in 1872

Andy Flintoff above has
been serving God during
the past year as a
volunteer at Mission

Year in Philadelphia USA
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The Universities at
Medway are within the
parish. This ministry is
supported by Student
Coordinator Lynne
Martin.
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150 Years of St Mark’s Gillingham

The story so far

Thanks be to God for His past
faithfulness, with expectations of
many blessings to come in the
years ahead



